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Week Ending Friday, November 18, 2005

Remarks After Signing the Book of
Condolence at the Jordanian
Embassy

November 10, 2005

Mr. Ambassador, thank you for receiving
us. We have come to your Embassy to ex-
press our heartfelt sympathies for the people
of Jordan and for the families who are griev-
ing today because of the murder of innocent
people.

I spoke to His Majesty this morning and
conveyed these very same thoughts. And dur-
ing my conversation, as he described the fact
that these bombers went into a wedding and
killed people there that were there to cele-
brate life, killed innocent—the bombers
killed innocent women and children, it struck
me, Mr. Ambassador, that—once again, that
we face an enemy that has no heart, an
enemy that is defiling a great religion, of
Islam. Today—yesterday in Jordan, Muslims
died at the hands of these killers simply be-
cause they were in the wrong hotel, simply
because they wanted to be with their families
and enjoy life.

This enemy must be defeated. They have
no heart. They have no conscience.

I want to thank you and the good people
of Jordan for standing strong against these
merciless killers. And we ask for God’s bless-
ings on the people of Jordan.

NoTE: The President spoke at 4:27 p.m. In his
remarks, he referred to Ambassador Karim Tawfiq
Kawar and King Abdullah IT of Jordan. This item
was not received in time for publication in the
appropriate issue.

Statement on the Agriculture
Appropriations Bill
November 10, 2005

The agriculture appropriations bill meets

important priorities and holds spending
below last year’s level. This legislation is an

important step forward in our efforts to rein
in spending while maintaining our commit-
ment to America’s farmers and consumers.
By pursuing progrowth economic policies
and restraining spending, we can stay on
track to meet my goal of cutting the deficit
in half by 2009.

NoTE: The statement referred to H.R. 2744. This
item was not received in time for publication in
the appropriate issue.

Statement on Signing the
Agriculture, Rural Development,
Food and Drug Administration, and
Related Agencies Appropriations
Act, 2006

November 10, 2005

Today, I have signed into law H.R. 2744,
the “Agriculture, Rural Development, Food
and Drug Administration, and Related Agen-
cies Appropriations Act, 2006.” The Act
funds important agriculture, food safety, nat-
ural resource and other programs of the Fed-
eral Government.

The executive branch shall construe cer-
tain provisions of the Act that purport to re-
quire congressional committee approval for
the execution of a law as calling solely for
notification, as any other construction would
be inconsistent with the principles enun-
ciated by the Supreme Court of the United
States in INS v. Chadha. These provisions
include sections 705, 716, and 732, and lan-
guage under the heading “Food and Drug
Administration, Salaries and Expenses.”

The executive branch shall construe sec-
tion 715, which purports to regulate the
transmission of information by employees at
the Department of Agriculture, in a manner
consistent with the President’s constitutional
authority to faithfully execute the laws and
to supervise the unitary executive branch.

The executive branch shall construe sec-
tion 719, which purports to regulate the
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transmittal of legislative recommendations by
executive branch officials to the Congress, in
a manner consistent with the President’s con-
stitutional authority to recommend such
measures to the Congress as he deems nec-
essary and expedient.

Several provisions of the bill relate to race
or ethnicity. The executive branch shall con-
strue such provisions in a manner consistent
with the requirement that the Federal Gov-
ernment afford equal protection of the laws
under the Due Process Clause of the Fifth
Amendment to the Constitution.

George W. Bush

The White House,
November 10, 2005.

NotE: H.R. 2744, approved November 10, was
assigned Public Law No. 109-97. This item was
not received in time for publication in the appro-
priate issue.

Memorandum on Determinations
Under Section 1106(a) of the
Omnibus Trade and Competitiveness
Act of 1988—Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia

November 10, 2005

Memorandum for the United States Trade
Representative

Subject: Determinations under Section
1106(a) of the Omnibus Trade and
Competitiveness Act of 1988—Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia

The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia (Saudi Ara-
bia) is seeking to become a Member of the
World Trade Organization (WTO). Saudi
Arabia has concluded a bilateral agreement
with the United States related to Saudi Ara-
bia’s accession to the WTO. Saudi Arabia’s
commitments under this bilateral agreement
with the United States ensure: (1) that all
state trading enterprises, as defined in sec-
tion 1107(6) of the Omnibus Trade and
Competitiveness Act of 1988 (the “Act”) (19
U.S.C. 2906(6)), will make (a) purchases that
are not for government use and (b) sales in
international trade, in accordance with com-
mercial considerations, including price, qual-
ity, availability, marketability, and transpor-
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tation, and (2) that such state trading enter-
prises will afford U.S. business firms ade-
quate opportunity, in accordance with cus-
tomary practice, to compete for such pur-
chases and sales.

In accordance with section 1106(a)(1) of
the Act (19 U.S.C. 2905(a)(1)), I determine
that state trading enterprises account for a
significant share of the exports of Saudi Ara-
bia and the goods that compete with imports
into Saudi Arabia. Further, I determine that,
based on the bilateral agreement that Saudi
Arabia has entered into with the United
States, information provided and commit-
ments set forth in the Report of the Working
Party on the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia’s Ac-
cession to the WTO, and other information
considered in connection with Saudi Arabia’s
WTO accession negotiations including infor-
mation in the United States National Energy
Policy report, an affirmative determination
under section 1106(a)(2) is not warranted.

The determinations under section 1106(a)
are intended solely to further the purpose
of section 1106 and are not determinative for
the purpose of any other statute or regula-
tion.

You are directed to publish this memo-
randum in the Federal Register.

George W. Bush

NoOTE: This item was not received in time for pub-
lication in the appropriate issue.

Message to the Senate Transmitting
Protocol Amending the Sweden-
United States Taxation Convention

November 10, 2005

To the Senate of the United States:

I transmit herewith for the advice and con-
sent of the Senate to ratification, a Protocol
Amending the Convention Between the Gov-
ernment of the United States of America and
the Government of Sweden for the Avoid-
ance of Double Taxation and the Prevention
of Fiscal Evasion with Respect to Taxes on
Income signed at Washington on September
30, 2005 (the “Protocol”). Also transmitted
for the information of the Senate is the report
of the Department of State with respect to
the Protocol.
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The Protocol eliminates the withholding
tax on certain cross-border dividend pay-
ments. The proposed Protocol is one of a few
recent U.S. tax agreements to provide for the
elimination of the withholding tax on divi-
dends arising from certain direct invest-
ments. In addition, the Protocol also mod-
ernizes the Convention to bring it into closer
conformity with current U.S. tax-treaty pol-
icy, including strengthening the treaty’s pro-
visions preventing so-called treaty shopping.

I recommend that the Senate give early
and favorable consideration to this Protocol
and that the Senate give its advice and con-
sent to ratification.

George W. Bush

The White House,
November 10, 2005.

NoTE: This item was not received in time for pub-
lication in the appropriate issue.

Remarks at a Dinner Celebrating the
40th Anniversary of the National
Endowment for the Arts and the
National Endowment for the
Humanities

November 10, 2005

Good evening, and welcome. Laura and
I are really happy you're here. We meet to-
night to celebrate the 40th anniversary of
both the National Endowment for the Arts
and the National Endowment for the Hu-
manities.

We especially welcome NEA Chairman
Dana Gioia and NEH Chairman Bruce Cole.
And we'd like to recognize their outstanding
contributions to our Nation’s arts and hu-
manities. Dana and Bruce are both distin-
guished scholars and authors, and under their
visionary leadership, America’s programs to
support the arts and humanities have contin-
ued to enrich our Nation’s cultural and civic
life.

I also want to recognize a former head of
the NEH, Lynne Cheney, and her husband.
[Laughter]

It's also my honor to welcome Lynda
Robb, whose dad had the wisdom to start
both these programs. Welcome.
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Over the last 40 years, the National En-
dowment for the Arts and the National En-
dowment for the Humanities have strength-
ened our democracy by supporting our Na-
tion’s ideals, institutions, and emerging tal-
ents. The NEA has provided support for
music and dance, theater, and the arts across
our great country. It has helped improve
public access to education in the arts, offered
workshops in writing, and brought artistic
masterpieces to under-served communities.

At the same time, the NEH has done im-
portant work to preserve America’s cultural
treasures. And it has helped introduce mil-
lions of Americans to award-winning books,
documentaries, and museum exhibitions.

These two institutions also help support
the arts and humanities by encouraging great
talent. This morning I awarded the National
Medal of Arts and the National Humanities
Medal to men and women who have made
exemplary contributions to our Nation’s art,
culture, and scholarship. Each medal winner
has helped define our era. Each has excelled
and demonstrated originality, endurance,
and self-discipline. And together, their cre-
ativity inspires our students and elevates our
culture and enriches our nation. Congratula-
tions to you all.

President Franklin Roosevelt once said
that free nations gain new responsibilities
when other countries try to turn back the
clock of civilization by burning libraries and
exiling their artists and thinkers. Free na-
tions, he said, have an obligation to keep the
torch of free thought and free learning burn-
ing bright.

America is a country where the light of
freedom does burn bright, and by supporting
our artists and scholars, we help inspire those
who do not yet enjoy freedom. We defend
creativity and expression because we value
a free and open society. And our actions set
an example for the entire world. And so, to-
night I offer a toast to the brightest lights
of American creativity, men and women who
entertain us, inform us, and inspire us.

NOTE: The President spoke at 7:44 p.m. on the
State Floor at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Lynda Johnson Robb, daughter of
former President Lyndon B. Johnson. This item
was not received in time for publication in the
appropriate issue.
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Remarks on the War on Terror in
Tobyhanna, Pennsylvania
November 11, 2005

Thank you all very much. Thank you all
for coming. Please be seated. Thanks for the
warm welcome. I'm glad to be back in Penn-
sylvania, and I'm proud to be the first sitting
President to visit Monroe County. I'm espe-
cially pleased to see so many military vet-
erans with us today. Those who have risked
their lives for our freedom have the respect
and gratitude of our Nation on Veterans Day
and on every day.

Tobyhanna is a fitting place to commemo-
rate Veterans Day. For the better part of a
century, this facility has provided critical
services for our Armed Forces. Around the
clock and around the world, personnel from
here maintain technology that our troops use
to take the fight to the enemy. From Afghani-
stan to Kuwait to Baghdad International Air-
port, technicians from Tobyhanna are car-
rying out dangerous missions with bravery
and skill. T know you're proud of them, and
so is the Commander in Chief.

Tobyhanna is also home to a thriving com-
munity of military families. Your support for
those who wear the uniform and your sup-
port of each other through difficult times
brings great pride to our country. The Amer-
ican people stand with our military families.

I want to thank Colonel Ellis for allowing
me to come and give you this speech today.
Thank you for your service to our country,
Colonel Ellis. I want to thank Senator Spec-
ter and Congressman Kanjorski and Con-
gressman Sherwood for joining us today. It
was good to have them on Air Force One.
I appreciate their service to our country. And
I want to thank all the State and local offi-
cials, and I want to thank all the veterans.

Today our Nation pays tribute to those vet-
erans, 25 million veterans who have worn the
uniform of the United States of America.
Each of these men and women took an oath
to defend America, and they upheld that oath
with honor and decency. Through the gen-
erations, they have humbled dictators and
liberated continents and set a standard of
courage and idealism for the entire world.
This year, 3.5 million veterans celebrate the
60th anniversary of freedom’s great victory
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in World War II. A handful of veterans who
live among us in 2005 stood in uniform when
World War I ended 87 years ago today.
These men are more than 100 years old.
Many of their lives have touched three dif-
ferent centuries, and they can all know that
America will be proud of their service.

On Veterans Day, we also remember the
troops who left America’s shores but did not
live to be thanked as veterans. On this Vet-
erans Day, we honor the courage of those
who were lost in our current struggle. We
think of the families who lost a loved one;
we pray for their comfort. And we remember
the men and women in uniform whose fate
is still undetermined, our prisoners of war
and those missing in action. America must
never forget their courage, and we will not
stop searching until we have accounted for
every soldier and sailor and airman and ma-
rine missing in the line of duty.

All of America’s veterans have placed the
Nation’s security before their own lives.
Their sacrifice creates a debt that America
can never fully repay. Yet, there are certain
things that Government can do. My adminis-
tration remains firmly committed to serving
America’s veterans.

Since I took office, my administration has
increased spending for veterans by $24 bil-
lion, an increase of 53 percent. In the first
4 years as President, we increased spending
for veterans more than twice as much as the
previous administration did in 8 years, and
I want to thank the Members of the Congress
and the Senate for joining me in the effort
to support our veterans.

We've increased the VA’s medical care
budget by 51 percent, increased total out-
patient visits, increased the number of pre-
scriptions filled, and reduced the backlog of
disability claims. We've committed more
than $1.5 billion to modernizing and expand-
ing VA facilities so that veterans can get bet-
ter care closer to home. We've expanded
grants to help homeless veterans in all 50
States and the District of Columbia, because
we strongly believe no veteran who served
in the blazing heat or bitter cold of foreign
lands should have to live without shelter in
our own country.

I've joined with the veterans groups to call
on Congress to protect the flag of the United
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States in the Constitution of the United
States. In June, the House of Representatives
voted for a constitutional amendment to ban
flag desecration. I urge the United States
Senate to pass this important amendment.

At this hour, a new generation of Ameri-
cans is defending our flag and our freedom
in the first war of the 21st century. The war
came to our shores on September the 11th,
2001. That morning, we saw the destruction
that terrorists intend for our Nation. We
know that they want to strike again. And our
Nation has made a clear choice: We will con-
front this mortal danger to all humanity; we
will not tire or rest until the war on terror
is won.

In the 4 years since September the 11th,
the evil that reached our shores has re-
appeared on other days, in other places, in
Mombasa and Casablanca and Riyadh and Ja-
karta and Istanbul and Madrid and Beslan
and Taba and Netanya and Baghdad and
elsewhere. In the past few months, we have
seen a new terror offensive with attacks on
London and Sharm el-Sheikh, another dead-
ly strike in Bali, and this week, a series of
bombings in Amman, Jordan, that killed doz-
ens of innocent Jordanians and their guests.

All these separate images of destruction
and suffering that we see on the news can
seem like random, isolated acts of madness—
innocent men and women and children who
have died simply because they boarded the
wrong train or worked in the wrong building
or checked into the wrong hotel. Yet, while
the killers choose their victims indiscrimi-
nately, their attacks serve a clear and focused
ideology, a set of beliefs and goals that are
evil but not insane.

Some call this evil Islamic radicalism, oth-
ers, militant Jihadism, and still others,
Islamo-fascism. Whatever it’s called, this ide-
ology is very different from the religion of
Islam. This form of radicalism exploits Islam
to serve a violent, political vision: The estab-
lishment, by terrorism, subversion, and insur-
gency, of a totalitarian empire that denies all
political and religious freedom. These ex-
tremists distort the idea of jihad into a call
for terrorist murder against Christians and
Hindus and Jews and against Muslims, them-
selves, who do not share their radical vision.
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Many militants are part of a global, border-
less terrorist organization like Al Qaida,
which spreads propaganda and provides fi-
nancing and technical assistance to local ex-
tremists and conducts dramatic and brutal
operations like the attacks of September the
11th. Other militants are found in regional
groups often associated with Al Qaida, para-
military insurgencies and separatist move-
ments in places like Somalia, the Philippines,
Pakistan, Chechnya, Kashmir, and Algeria.
Still others spring up in local cells, inspired
by Islamic radicalism but not centrally di-
rected. Islamic radicalism is more like a loose
network with many branches than an army
under a single command. Yet these
operatives, fighting on scattered battlefields,
share a similar ideology and vision for our
world.

We know the vision of the radicals because
they have openly stated it in videos and
audiotapes and letters and declarations and
on web sites.

First, these extremists want to end Amer-
ican and Western influence in the broader
Middle East because we stand for democracy
and peace and stand in the way of their ambi-
tions. Al Qaida’s leader, Usama bin Laden,
has called on Muslims to dedicate, quote,
“Their resources, their sons, and money to
driving the infidels out of our lands.” The
tactics of Al Qaida and other Islamic extrem-
ists have been consistent for a quarter of a
century: They hit us, and they expect us to
run.

Last month, the world learned of a letter
written by Al Qaida’s number two man, a
guy named Zawahiri. And he wrote this letter
to his chief deputy in Iraq, the terrorist
Zarqawi. In it, Zawahiri points to the Viet-
nam war as a model for Al Qaida. This is
what he said, “The aftermath of the collapse
of American power in Vietnam and how they
ran and left their agents is noteworthy.” The
terrorists witnessed a similar response after
the attacks of American troops in Beirut in
1983 and Mogadishu in 1993. They believe
that America can be made to run again, only
this time on a larger scale, with greater con-
sequences.

Secondly, the militant network wants to
use the vacuum created by an American re-
treat to gain control of a country, a base from
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which to launch attacks and conduct their
war against nonradical Muslim governments.
Over the past few decades, radicals have spe-
cifically targeted Egypt and Saudi Arabia and
Pakistan and Jordan for potential takeover.
They achieved their goal, for a time, in Af-
ghanistan, and now they've set their sights
on Iraq. In his recent letter, Zawahiri writes
that Al Qaida views Iraq as, quote, “The
place of the greatest battle.” The terrorists
regard Iraq as the central front in their war
against humanity. We must recognize Iraq
as the central front in our war against the
terrorists.

Third, these militants believe that control-
ling one country will rally the Muslim masses,
enabling them to overthrow all moderate
governments in the region and establish a
radical Islamic empire that spans from Spain
to Indonesia. Zawahiri writes that the terror-
ists, quote, “Must not have their mission end
with the expulsion of the Americans from
Iraq.” He goes on to say: “The jihad requires
several incremental goals. Expel the Ameri-
cans from Iraq; establish an Islamic authority
over as much territory as you can to spread
its power in Iraq; extend the jihad wave to
the secular countries neighboring Iraq.”

With the greater economic and military
and political power they seek, the terrorists
would be able to advance their stated agenda,
to develop weapons of mass destruction, to
destroy Israel, to intimidate Europe, to as-
sault the American people, and to blackmail
our Government into isolation.

Some might be tempted to dismiss these
goals as fanatical or extreme. They are fanat-
ical and extreme, but they should not be dis-
missed. Our enemy is utterly committed. As
Zarqawi has vowed, “We will either achieve
victory over the human race, or we will pass
to the eternal life.” And the civilized world
knows very well that other fanatics in history,
from Hitler to Stalin to Pol Pot, consumed
whole nations in war and genocide before
leaving the stage of history. Evil men, ob-
sessed with ambition and unburdened by
conscience, must be taken very seriously, and
we must stop them before their crimes can
multiply.

Defeating the militant network is difficult,
because it thrives like a parasite on the suf-
fering and frustration of others. The radicals
exploit local conflicts to build a culture of
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victimization, in which someone else is al-
ways to blame and violence is always the solu-
tion. They exploit resentful and disillusioned
young men and women, recruiting them
through radical mosques, as pawns of terror.
And they exploit modern technology to mul-
tiply their destructive power. Instead of at-
tending faraway training camps, recruits can
now access online training libraries to learn
how to build a roadside bomb or fire a rock-
et-propelled grenade, and this further
spreads the threat of violence, even within
peaceful democratic societies.

The influence of Islamic radicalism is also
magnified by helpers and enablers. They've
been sheltered by authoritarian regimes, al-
lies of convenience like Iran and Syria, that
share the goal of hurting America and mod-
ern Muslim governments, and use terrorist
propaganda to blame their own failures on
the West, on America, and on the Jews.

This week, the Government of Syria took
two disturbing steps. First, it arrested Dr.
Kamal Labwani for serving as an advocate
for democratic reform. Then President Asad
delivered a strident speech that attacked
both the Lebanese Government and the in-
tegrity of the Mehlis investigation into the
assassination of Lebanon’s former prime
minister. The Government of Syria must do
what the international community has de-
manded, cooperate fully with the Mehlis in-
vestigation and stop trying to intimidate and
destabilize the Lebanese Government. The
Government of Syria must stop exporting vi-
olence and start importing democracy.

The radicals depend on front operations,
such as corrupted charities, which direct
money to terrorist activity. They are strength-
ened by those who aggressively fund the
spread of radical, intolerant versions of Islam
into unstable parts of the world. The mili-
tants are aided as well by elements of the
Arab news media that incite hatred and anti-
Semitism, that feed conspiracy theories and
speak of a so-called American “war on
Islam,” with seldom a word about American
action to protect Muslims in Afghanistan and
Bosnia and Somalia and Kosovo and Kuwait
and Iraq or seldom a word about our gen-
erous assistance to Muslims recovering from
natural disasters in places like Indonesia and
Pakistan.
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Some have also argued that extremism has
been strengthened by our actions in Iraq,
claiming that our presence in that country
has somehow caused or triggered the rage
of radicals. I would remind them that we
were not in Iraq on September the 1lth,
2001. The hatred of the radicals existed be-
fore Iraq was an issue, and it will exist after
Iraq is no longer an excuse. The Government
of Russia did not support Operation Iraqi
Freedom, and yet, the militants killed more
than 150 Russian schoolchildren in Beslan.

Over the years, these extremists have used
a litany of excuses for violence, the Israeli
presence on the West Bank, the U.S. military
presence in Saudi Arabia, the defeat of the
Taliban, or the Crusades of 1,000 years ago.
In fact, we're not facing a set of grievances
that can be soothed and addressed. We're
facing a radical ideology with the inalterable
objectives to enslave whole nations and in-
timidate the world. No act of ours invited
the rage of killers, and no concession, bribe,
or act of appeasement would change or limit
their plans for murder. On the contrary, they
target nations whose behavior they believe
they can change through violence. Against
such an enemy, there is only one effective
response: We will never back down; we will
never give in; we will never accept anything
less than complete victory.

The murderous ideology of the Islamic
radicals is the great challenge of our new cen-
tury. Yet in many ways, this fight resembles
the struggle against communism in the last
century. Like the ideology of communism,
Islamic radicalism is elitist, led by a self-ap-
pointed vanguard that presumes to speak for
the Muslim masses. Bin Laden says his own
role is to tell Muslims, quote, “What is good
for them and what is not.” What this man
who grew up in wealth and privilege con-
siders good for poor Muslims is that they be-
come killers and suicide bombers. He assures
them that this road—that this is the road to
paradise, though he never offers to go along
for the ride. [Laughter]

Like the ideology of communism, our new
enemy teaches that innocent individuals can
be sacrificed to serve a political vision. And
this explains their coldblooded contempt for
human life. We have seen it in the murders
of Daniel Pearl and Nicholas Berg and Mar-
garet Hassan and so many others. In a court-
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room in the Netherlands, the killer of Theo
van Gogh turned to the victim’s grieving
mother and said, “I don’t feel your pain be-
cause I believe youre an infidel.” And in
spite of this veneer of religious rhetoric, most
of the victims claimed by the militants are
fellow Muslims.

Recently, in the town of Huwaydar, Iraq,
a terrorist detonated a pickup truck parked
along a busy street lined with restaurants and
shops, just as residents were gathering to
break the daylong fast observed during
Ramadan. The explosion killed at least 25
people and wounded 34. When unsuspecting
Muslims breaking their Ramadan fast are tar-
geted for death or 25 Iraqgi children are killed
in a bombing or Iraqi teachers are executed
at their school, this is murder, pure and sim-
ple, the total rejection of justice and honor
and morality and religion.

These militants are not just the enemies
of America or the enemies of Iraq, they are
the enemies of Islam, and they are the en-
emies of humanity. And we have seen this
kind of shameless cruelty before in the heart-
less zealotry that led to the gulags, the Cul-
tural Revolution, and the Killing Fields.

Like the ideology of communism, our new
enemy pursues totalitarian aims. Its leaders
pretend to be an aggrieved party, rep-
resenting the powerless against imperial en-
emies. In truth, they have endless ambitions
of imperial domination, and they wish to
make everyone powerless, except them-
selves. Under their rule, they have banned
books and desecrated historical monuments
and brutalized women. They seek to end dis-
sent in every form, to control every aspect
of life, to rule the soul itself. While promising
a future of justice and holiness, the terrorists
are preparing a future of oppression and mis-
ery.

Like the ideology of communism, our new
enemy is dismissive of free peoples, claiming
that men and women who live in liberty are
weak and decadent. Zarqawi has said that
Americans are, quote, “The most cowardly
of God’s creatures.” But let us be clear: It
is cowardice that seeks to kill children and
the elderly with car bombs and cuts the
throat of a bound captive and targets wor-
shipers leaving a mosque. It is courage that
liberated
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more than 50 million people from tyranny.
It is courage that keeps an untiring vigil
against the enemies of rising democracies.
And it is courage in the cause of freedom
that will once again destroy the enemies of
freedom.

And Islamic radicalism, like the ideology
of communism, contains inherent contradic-
tions that doom it to failure. By fearing free-
dom, by distrusting human creativity and
punishing change and limiting the contribu-
tions of half a population, this ideology un-
dermines the very qualities that make human
progress possible and human societies suc-
cessful. The only thing modern about the
militants” vision is the weapons they want to
use against us. The rest of their grim vision
is defined by a warped image of the past,
a declaration of war on the idea of progress
itself. And whatever lies ahead in the war
against this ideology, the outcome is not in
doubt. Those who despise freedom and
progress have condemned themselves to iso-
lation and decline and collapse. Because free
peoples believe in the future, free peoples
will own the future.

We didn’t ask for this global struggle, but
were answering history’s call with con-
fidence and with a comprehensive strategy.
Defeating a broad and adaptive network re-
quires patience, constant pressure, and
strong partners in Europe and in the Middle
East and North Africa and Asia and beyond.
Working with these partners, we're dis-
rupting militant conspiracies; we're destroy-
ing their ability to make war; and we’re work-
ing to give millions in a troubled region a
hopeful alternative to resentment and vio-
lence.

First, we're determined to prevent attacks
of the terrorist networks before they occur.
We are reorganizing our Government to give
this Nation a broad and coordinated home-
land defense. We're reforming our intel-
ligence agencies for the incredibly difficult
task of tracking enemy activity, based on in-
formation that often comes in small frag-
ments from widely scattered sources, both
here and abroad. And we’re acting, along
with governments from other countries, to
destroy the terrorist networks and incapaci-
tate their leadership.
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Together with our partners, we've dis-
rupted a number of serious Al Qaida terrorist
plots since September the 11th, including
several plots to attack inside the United
States. Our coalition against terror has killed
or captured nearly all those directly respon-
sible for the September the 11th attacks.
We've captured or killed several of bin
Laden’s most serious deputies: Al Qaida
managers and operatives in more than 24
countries; the mastermind of the U.S.S. Cole
bombing, who was chief of Al Qaida’s oper-
ations in the Persian Gulf; the mastermind
of the bombings in Jakarta and Bali; a senior
Zarqawi terrorist planner, who was planning
attacks in Turkey; and many of their senior
leaders in Saudi Arabia.

Because of this steady progress, the enemy
is wounded, but the enemy is still capable
of global operations. Our commitment is
clear: We will not relent until the organized
international terror networks are exposed
and broken and their leaders are held to ac-
count for their murder.

Second, we're determined to deny weap-
ons of mass destruction to outlaw regimes
and to their terrorist allies who would use
them without hesitation. The United States,
working with Great Britain and Pakistan and
other nations, has exposed and disrupted a
major black-market operation in nuclear
technology led by A.Q. Khan. Libya has
abandoned its chemical and nuclear weapons
programs, as well as its long-range ballistic
missiles. And in the past year, America and
our partners in the Proliferation Security Ini-
tiative have stopped more than a dozen ship-
ments of suspect weapons technology, in-
cluding equipment for Iran’s ballistic missile
program.

This progress has reduced the danger to
free nations, but it has not removed it. Evil
men who want to use horrendous weapons
against us are working in deadly earnest to
gain them. And we're working urgently to
keep the weapons of mass murder out of the
hands of the fanatics.

Third, we're determined to deny radical
groups the support and sanctuary of outlaw
regimes. State sponsors like Syria and Iran
have a long history of collaboration with ter-
rorists, and they deserve no patience from
the victims of terror. The United States
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makes no distinction between those who
commit acts of terror and those who support
and harbor them, because theyre equally
guilty of murder.

Fourth, we're determined to deny the mili-
tants control of any nation which they would
use as a home base and a launching pad for
terror. This mission has brought new and ur-
gent responsibilities to our Armed Forces.
American troops are fighting beside Afghan
partners and against remnants of the Taliban
and their Al Qaida allies. We’re working with
President Musharraf to oppose and isolate
the militants in Pakistan. We're fighting the
regime remnants and terrorists in Iraq. The
terrorist goal is to overthrow a rising democ-
racy, claim a strategic country as a haven for
terror, destabilize the Middle East, and strike
America and other free nations with increas-
ing violence. Our goal is to defeat the terror-
ists and their allies at the heart of their
power, so we will defeat the enemy in Iraq.

Our coalition, along with our Iraqi allies,
is moving forward with a comprehensive
plan. Our strategy is to clear, hold, and build.
We're working to clear areas from terrorist
control, to hold those areas securely, and to
build lasting, democratic Iragi institutions
through an increasingly inclusive political
process. In recent weeks, American and Iragi
troops have conducted several major assaults
to clear out enemy fighters in Baghdad and
parts of Iraq.

Two weeks ago, in Operation Clean
Sweep, Iraq and coalition forces raided 350
houses south of Baghdad, capturing more
than 40 of the terrorist killers. Acting on tips
from local citizens, our forces have recently
launched air strikes against terrorist safe
houses in and around the towns of Ubaydi
and Husaybah. We brought to justice two key
senior Al Qaida terrorist leaders. And in
Mosul, coalition forces killed an Al Qaida cell
leader named Muslet, who was personally in-
volved in at least three videotaped behead-
ings. We're on the hunt. We're keeping pres-
sure on the enemy.

And thousands of Iraqi forces have been
participating in these operations, and even
more Iraqis are joining the fight. Last month,
nearly 3,000 Iragi police officers graduated
from 10 weeks of basic training. They’ll now
take their places along other brave Iragis who
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are taking the fight to the terrorists across
their own country. Iraqi police and security
forces are helping to clear terrorists from
their strongholds, helping to hold onto areas
that we've cleared. They’re working to pre-
vent the enemy from returning. Iraqi forces
are using their local expertise to maintain se-
curity and to build political and economic in-
stitutions that will help improve the lives of
their fellow citizens.

At the same time, Iraqis are making inspir-
ing progress toward building a democracy.
Last month, millions of Iraqis turned out to
vote, and they approved a new constitution
that guarantees fundamental freedoms and
lays the foundation for lasting democracy.
Many more Sunnis participated in this vote
than in January’s historic elections, and the
level of violence was lower.

Now, Iragis are gearing up for December
15th elections, when they will go to the polls
to choose a government under the new con-
stitution. The new government will serve a
4-year term, and it will represent all Iraqis.
Even those who voted against the constitu-
tion are now organizing and preparing for
the December elections. Multiple Sunni
Arab parties have submitted a list of can-
didates, and several prominent Sunni politi-
cians are running on other slates. With two
successful elections completed and a third
coming up next month, the Iraqi people are
proving their determination to build a de-
mocracy united against extremism and vio-
lence.

The work ahead involves great risk for
Iraqis and for American and coalition forces.
We've lost some of our Nation’s finest men
and women in this war on terror. Each of
these men and women left grieving families
and left loved ones at home. Each of these
patriots left a legacy that will allow genera-
tions of fellow Americans to enjoy the bless-
ings of liberty. Each loss of life is heart-
breaking. And the best way to honor the sac-
rifice of our fallen troops is to complete the
mission and to lay the foundation of peace
for generations to come.

The terrorists are as brutal an enemy as
we've ever faced, unconstrained by any no-
tion of our common humanity or by the rules
of warfare. No one should underestimate the
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difficulties ahead, nor should they overlook
the advantages we bring to this fight.

Some observers look at the job ahead and
adopt a self-defeating pessimism. It is not
justified. With every random bombing, with
every funeral of a child, it becomes more
clear that the extremists are not patriots or
resistance fighters; they’re murderers at war
with the Iraqi people themselves.

In contrast, the elected leaders of Iraq are
proving to be strong and steadfast. By any
standard or precedent of history, Iraq has
made incredible political progress—from tyr-
anny, to liberation, to national elections, to
the ratification of a constitution in the space
of 2% years.

I have said, as Iragis stand up, Americans
will stand down. And with our help, the Iragi
military is gaining new capabilities and new
confidence with each passing month. At the
time of our Fallujah operations a year ago,
there were only a few Iraqi army battalions
in combat. Today, there are nearly 90 Iraqi
army battalions fighting the terrorists along-
side our forces. General David Petraeus says,
“Iraqis are in the fight. They're fighting and
dying for their country, and theyre fighting
increasingly well.” This progress is not easy,
but it is steady. And no fairminded person
should ignore, deny, or dismiss the achieve-
ments of the Iragi people.

And our debate at home must also be fair-
minded. One of the hallmarks of a free soci-
ety and what makes our country strong is that
our political leaders can discuss their dif-
ferences openly, even in times of war. When
I made the decision to remove Saddam Hus-
sein from power, Congress approved it with
strong bipartisan support. I also recognize
that some of our fellow citizens and elected
officials didn’t support the liberation of Iraq.
And that is their right, and I respect it. As
President and Commander in Chief, T accept
the responsibilities and the criticisms and the
consequences that come with such a solemn
decision.

While it’s perfectly legitimate to criticize
my decision or the conduct of the war, it is
deeply irresponsible to rewrite the history of
how that war began. Some Democrats and
antiwar critics are now claiming we manipu-
lated the intelligence and misled the Amer-
ican people about why we went to war. These
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critics are fully aware that a bipartisan Senate
investigation found no evidence of political
pressure to change the intelligence commu-
nity’s judgments related to Iraq’s weapons
programs.

They also know that intelligence agencies
from around the world agreed with our as-
sessment of Saddam Hussein. They know the
United Nations passed more than a dozen
resolutions citing his development and pos-
session of weapons of mass destruction. And
many of these critics supported my opponent
during the last election, who explained his
position to support the resolution in the Con-
gress this way: “When I vote to give the
President of the United States the authority
to use force, if necessary, to disarm Saddam
Hussein, it is because I believe that a deadly
arsenal of weapons of mass destruction in his
hands is a threat and a grave threat to our
security.” That's why more than 100 Demo-
crats in the House and the Senate, who had
access to the same intelligence, voted to sup-
port removing Saddam Hussein from power.

The stakes in the global war on terror are
too high and the national interest is too im-
portant for politicians to throw out false
charges. These baseless attacks send the
wrong signal to our troops and to an enemy
that is questioning America’s will. As our
troops fight a ruthless enemy determined to
destroy our way of life, they deserve to know
that their elected leaders who voted to send
them to war continue to stand behind them.
Our troops deserve to know that this support
will remain firm when the going gets tough.
And our troops deserve to know that what-
ever our differences in Washington, our will
is strong, our Nation is united, and we will
settle for nothing less than victory.

The fifth element of our strategy in the
war on terror is to deny the militants future
recruits by replacing hatred and resentment
with democracy and hope across the broader
Middle East. This is difficult, and it’s a long-
term project, yet there is no alternative to
it. Our future and the future of the region
are linked. If the broader Middle East is left
to grow in bitterness, if countries remain in
misery while radicals stir the resentment of
millions, then that part of the world will be
a source of endless conflict and mounting
danger in our generation and for the next.
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If the peoples of that region are permitted
to choose their own destiny and advance by
their own energy and participation of free
men and women, then the extremists will be
marginalized, and the flow of violent radi-
calism to the rest of the world will slow and
eventually end. By standing for hope and
freedom of others, we make our own free-
dom more secure.

America is making this stand in practical
ways. We're encouraging our friends in the
Middle East, including Egypt and Saudi Ara-
bia, to take the path of reform, to strengthen
their own societies in the fight against terror
by respecting the rights and choices of their
own people. We're standing with dissidents
and exiles against oppressive regimes, be-
cause we know that the dissidents of today
will be the democratic leaders of tomorrow.
We're making our case through public diplo-
macy, stating clearly and confidently our be-
lief in self-determination and the rule of law
and religious freedom and equal rights for
women, beliefs that are right and true in
every land and in every culture.

As we do our part to confront radicalism
and to protect the United States, we know
that a lot of vital work will be done within
the Islamic world itself. And the work is be-
ginning. Many Muslim scholars have already
publicly condemned terrorism, often citing
Chapter 5, Verse 32 of the Koran, which
states that killing an innocent human being
is like killing all of humanity and saving the
life of one person is like saving all humanity.
After the attacks of July—on July 7th in Lon-
don, an imam in the United Arab Emirates
declared, “Whoever does such a thing is not
a Muslim nor a religious person.” The time
has come for responsible Islamic leaders to
join in denouncing an ideology that exploits
Islam for political ends and defiles a noble
faith.

Many people of the Muslim faith are prov-
ing their commitment at great personal risk.
Everywhere we've engaged the fight against
extremism, Muslim allies have stood up and
joined the fight, becoming partners in this
vital cause. Afghan troops are in combat
against Taliban remnants. Iraqi soldiers are
sacrificing to defeat Al Qaida in their coun-
try. These brave citizens know the stakes:
The survival of their own liberty, the future
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of their own region, the justice and humanity
of their own tradition, and the United States
of America is proud to stand beside them.

With the rise of a deadly enemy and the
unfolding of a global ideological struggle, our
time in history will be remembered for new
challenges and unprecedented dangers. And
yet this fight we have joined is also the cur-
rent expression of an ancient struggle be-
tween those who put their faith in dictators
and those who put their faith in the people.
Throughout history, tyrants and would-be ty-
rants have always claimed that murder is jus-
tified to serve their grand vision, and they
end up alienating decent people across the
globe. Tyrants and would-be tyrants have al-
ways claimed that regimented societies are
strong and pure, until those societies collapse
in corruption and decay. Tyrants and would-
be tyrants have always claimed that free men
and women are weak and decadent, until the
day that free men and women defeat them.

We don’t know the course of our own
struggle will take or the sacrifices that might
lie ahead. We do know, however, that the
defense of freedom is worth our sacrifice. We
do know the love of freedom is the mightiest
force of history, and we do know the cause
of freedom will once again prevail.

Thank you for coming. May God bless our
veterans. May God bless our troops in harm’s
way, and may God continue to bless the
United States of America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:45 a.m. at the
Tobyhanna Army Depot. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Col. Tracy L. Ellis, USA, commander,
Tobyhanna Army Depot; Ayman Al-Zawahiri,
founder of the Egyptian Islamic Jihad and senior
Al Qaida associate; senior Al Qaida associate Abu
Musab Al Zarqawi; Kamal Labwani, secretary gen-
eral, Liberal Democratic Union of Syria; President
Bashar al-Asad of Syria; Detlev Mehlis, head,
United Nations International Independent Inves-
tigation Commission into the assassination of
former Prime Minister Rafiq Hariri of Lebanon;
Mohammed Bouyeri, who was convicted of the
murder of Theo van Gogh; Anneke van Gogh,
mother of Theo van Gogh; Abd al-Rahim al-
Nashiri, Al Qaida’s chief of operations for the Per-
sian Gulf; Nurjaman Riduan Isamuddin (also
known as Hambali), Al Qaida’s chief operational
planner in Southeast Asia; A.Q. Khan, former
head of Pakistan’s nuclear weapons program;
President Pervez Musharraf of Pakistan; Nashwan
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Mijhim Muslet, senior Al Qaida terrorist cell lead-
er in Mosul, Iraq; Lt. Gen. David H. Petraeus,
USA, former commander, Multi-National Security
Transition Command—Iraq; and former Presi-
dent Saddam Hussein of Iraq.

The President’s Radio Address
November 12, 2004

Good morning. This coming Tuesday,
America’s Medicare beneficiaries can begin
to enroll for new prescription drug coverage.
This new benefit is the greatest advance in
health care for seniors and Americans with
disabilities since the creation of Medicare 40
years ago.

In the past, Medicare would pay tens of
thousands of dollars for ulcer surgery but not
a few hundred dollars for prescription drugs
that eliminate the cause of most ulcers. In
the past, Medicare would pay more than
$100,000 to treat the effects of a stroke but
not $1,000 per year for blood-thinning drugs
that could have prevented the stroke in the
first place.

With this new prescription drug benefit,
Medicare will now help pay for the prescrip-
tion drugs that can prevent serious illness.
Seniors will get more choices and better
treatment, and America will get a Medicare
system to fit the needs of the 21st century.

The new coverage will begin on January
Ist. If you or someone you love depends on
Medicare, I urge you to learn about the new
choices you have, so you can make a decision
and enroll. Enrollment is entirely voluntary,
and seniors who want to keep their Medicare
coverage the way it is will be able to do so.
But for those who want to take advantage
of this new drug benefit, enrolling by May
15th will ensure you the lowest possible pre-
miums. The sooner you enroll, the sooner
you can have the peace of mind this coverage
will bring.

The new prescription drug coverage will
benefit people on Medicare in three impor-
tant ways. First, it will help all seniors and
Americans with disabilities pay for prescrip-
tion drugs, no matter how they pay for their
medicine now. Seniors who have no drug
coverage and have average prescription drug
costs will see savings of at least 50 percent.
And seniors who have the highest drug costs
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will receive special help. Starting in January,
once a senior has spent $3,600 in a year,
Medicare will cover 95 percent of all pre-
scription costs.

Second, this new coverage will offer more
and better health care choices than ever be-
fore. That means seniors can save more and
get the coverage they want, not a “one size
fits all” plan that does not meet their needs.
Every prescription drug plan will offer a
broad choice of generic and brand-name
drugs, and seniors will be able to select any
Medicare prescription drug plan in their area
that fits their needs and their medical history.

Third, this new prescription drug coverage
will provide extra help to low-income seniors
and beneficiaries with disabilities. About a
third of the seniors will be eligible for a
Medicare prescription drug benefit that in-
cludes litle or no premiums, low
deductibles, and no gaps in coverage. On av-
erage, Medicare will pick up the tab for more
than 95 percent of the costs that low-income
seniors pay for prescription drugs.

The days of low-income seniors having to
make painful sacrifices to pay for their pre-
scription drugs are now coming to an end.
Last month, those of you on Medicare re-
ceived in the mail a handbook called “Medi-
care and You” that includes detailed informa-
tion about your options. Citizen groups and
faith-based organizations across America are
also working to spread the word so that
Medicare recipients can get their questions
answered and make informed choices.

If you have Medicare, I urge you to take
advantage of this opportunity to learn more.
Review your choices and make the decision
that is right for you. If you have family or
friends on Medicare, you can help too. Help-
ing can be as simple as showing an older
neighbor how to fill out a form or making
a call for your mom or dad. You can get infor-
mation 24 hours a day by calling 1-800-
MEDICARE or by visiting the official Medi-
care web site at medicare.gov.

In the 21st century, preventing and treat-
ing illness often require prescription drugs.
In the coming months, we will help every
Medicare recipient make a confident choice
about their prescription drug coverage. By
expanding drug coverage for our Nation’s
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seniors, we will help all Americans on Medi-
care receive the modern health care they de-
serve.

Thank you for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 7:52 a.m. on
November 11 in the Cabinet Room at the White
House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on November
12. The transcript was made available by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on November 11 but
was embargoed for release until the broadcast.
The Office of the Press Secretary also released
a Spanish language transcript of this address.

Remarks on the War on Terror in
Anchorage, Alaska

November 14, 2005

Thank you all. Thanks for the warm wel-
come. Laura and I were in the neighbor-
hood—{laughter|—thought we’d come by to
say hello to the Nation’s “Arctic Warriors.”
We're proud to stand with the courageous
airmen of Elmendorf Air Force Base, the sol-
diers of Fort Richardson, the Coast Guard
men and women here in Alaska, the men and
women of the Alaskan Command, and all
those who wear the uniform of our country.

The General is right about one thing—
[laughter]—I did live in Alaska. [Laughter]
In 1974, and I remember it just the way it
looked coming in on Air Force One, this vast,
majestic land, so beautiful and full of decent,
honorable, independent-minded  people,
people who love their country.

Here at Elmendorf Air Force Base, you're
defending our Nation’s frontiers. You're se-
curing freedom for future generations of
Americans. Service men and women have de-
parted this base to help liberate Iraq and Af-
ghanistan, assist tsunami victims in Indo-
nesia, and help those hit by the recent earth-
quake in Pakistan. Your courage and commit-
ment are saving lives every day. First thing
I want to tell you is the American people
are grateful for your service and so is the
Commander in Chief.

I also want to thank the military families
who are with us today. [Applause] Please be
seated, unless you don’t have a seat. [Laugh-
ter] I know that for many of you, Alaska is
a long way from home, and it gets especially
lonely when your loved ones are deployed
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on dangerous missions in distant lands. You
have built a strong and close-knit community
here. You support each other, and you sup-
port your loved ones who stand in harm’s
way. I am proud of our men and women in
the Armed Forces, and I am grateful for the
military families who stand behind them.

I want to thank General Fraser and his
wife, Rena. I appreciate Brigadier General
Hawk Carlisle. Kind of sounds like a general,
Hawk Carlisle. [Laughter] I appreciate Craig
Christensen and Hazen Baron.

I want to thank Senator Lisa Murkowski
for flying all the way from Washington today
to make sure she was here to see her fellow
Alaskans as well as to be with the President.
It means a lot to me. I don’t know if you
know this or not, but after this speech, she
said, “Make sure you keep it short,” because
she’s got to fly back to Washington this
evening to make important votes for the peo-
ple of Alaska. Lisa, thank you for your serv-
ice. She’s doing a fine job, and I see she
brought her parents with her.

Governor and First Lady Nancy, thank you
all for being here. We're proud to share the
stage with you. I want to thank the Lieuten-
ant Governor and his wife, Carolyn, for join-
ing us. I appreciate the mayor of the City
of Anchorage, Mayor Begich, and his wife,
Deborah, for joining us today. I want to wel-
come former Governor Walter Hickel here
today. He’s a man who served his country
and his State with dignity and class. I know
we got a lot of State and statehouse folks
and local folks; thank you all for being here.
But most of all, thank you. Thanks for taking
time out of your day to let me come by and
share some thoughts with you.

In the 20th century, the men and women
of Elmendorf Air Force Base and Fort Rich-
ardson stood guard on the frontlines of free-
dom, serving in the shadow of the Soviet
Union. From here, you gave our Nation “Top
Cover,” standing ready to defend America at
a moment’s notice. And because of the cour-
age of men and women like those who served
here, the cause of liberty prevailed in the
cold war, and millions who once lived in
chains now live in freedom.

On September the 11th, 2001, history
called on our Nation to defend freedom once
again. On that morning more than 4 years
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ago, Americans witnessed the violence and
the hatred of a new enemy. We saw the ter-
rorists” destructive vision for us and for all
who love freedom. And in the face of this
threat, our Nation has made a clear choice:
We will confront this mortal danger. We will
stay on the offensive. We will not wait to be
attacked again, and we will press on until this
war is won.

This is a vital mission for our Armed
Forces, and you're helping to carry out that
mission. Since September the 11th, 2001,
thousands of men and women from Elmen-
dorf, Fort Richardson, U.S. Army Alaska, and
Alaska National Guard have served in Af-
ghanistan, Iraq, and other fronts in the war
on terror. The 517th Airlift Squadron has
served for over a year in support of Operation
Enduring Freedom. Crews from the 68th
Medical Company have saved the lives of our
injured and wounded in Afghanistan. The
172d Stryker Combat Team is taking the
fight to the enemy with Task Force Freedom
in Mosul. Soldiers of the 95th Chemical
Company are in Kuwait dealing with port de-
contamination and hazardous material oper-
ations. And the Fourth Battalion of the 123d
Aviation Regiment has been flying support
missions throughout Iraq and Kuwait. From
the deserts of Iraq to the mountains of Af-
ghanistan, America’s “Arctic Warriors” are
leaving their mark and leaving a legacy of
freedom.

Each of you is a volunteer. You stepped
forward and took an oath to defend America.
And every day you put on your uniforms, you
reflect our Nation’s highest values and our
greatest hopes. Through your hard work and
dedication to duty, you are sacrificing to
build a better and safer world for all Ameri-
cans. And as you defend our freedom, the
American people stand with you.

Every man and woman who volunteers to
defend our Nation deserves an unwavering
commitment to the mission and a clear strat-
egy for victory. And a clear strategy begins
with a clear understanding of the enemy we
face. For more than 4 years, we've seen the
brutal nature of the terrorists. They've tar-
geted the innocent in many countries, people
from all walks of life. In Casablanca, they
killed diners enjoying their evening meal. In
Bali, they killed tourists who were on a holi-
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day. In Beslan, they killed Russian school
children. They've murdered workers in Ri-
yadh, commuters in Madrid, and hotel guests
in Jakarta, and guests at a wedding celebra-
tion in Amman, Jordan. They kill Iraqi chil-
dren in Baghdad.

The tragic images of innocent victims can
make it seem like these terrorist attacks are
random and isolated acts of madness. While
these killers choose their victims indiscrimi-
nately, their attacks flow from an ideology
and a terrifying vision for the world. Their
acts are evil, but they’re not insane. Some
call this evil Islamic radicalism; others, mili-
tant jihadism; still others, Islamo-fascism.
Whatever we choose to call this enemy, we
must recognize that this ideology is very dif-
ferent from the tenets of the great religion
of Islam. This form of radicalism exploits
Islam to serve a violent, political vision: The
establishment by terrorism, subversion, and
insurgency of a totalitarian empire that de-
nies all political and religious freedom.

We know this vision of the radicals because
they openly state it. They put it in videos
and audiotapes and letters and declarations
and on web sites. These extremists want to
end American and Western influence in the
broader Middle East, because we stand for
democracy and peace and stand in the way
of their ambitions.

The tactics of Al Qaida and other Islamic
extremists have been consistent for a quarter
century: They hit us, and they expect us to
run. The terrorists witnessed our response
after the attacks on American troops in Bei-
rut in 1983 and in Mogadishu in 1993, and
they concluded that America can be made
to run again, only this time on a larger scale,
with greater consequences. The terrorists are
mistaken. America will never run. We will
stand; we will fight; and we will win the war
on terror.

The terrorists want to use the vacuum that
would be created by an American retreat to
gain control of a country, to build a base from
which to launch attacks and conduct their
war against America and nonradical Muslim
governments. That’s what they tell us. That’s
their stated goal. Over the past few decades,
radicals have specifically targeted Egypt and
Saudi Arabia and Pakistan and Jordan for po-
tential takeover. And for a time, they
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achieved their goal in Afghanistan, until they
came face to face with the men and women
of the United States Armed Forces.

In Afghanistan, we put the terrorists on
the run. We routed them, and now they've
set their sights on another country. They're
trying to turn Iraq into what Afghanistan was
under the Taliban, a terrorist sanctuary from
which they can plan and launch attacks
against our people. The terrorists regard Iraq
as the central front in their war against hu-
manity, and we must recognize Iraq as the
central front in the war on terror.

These militants believe that controlling
one country will rally the Muslim masses, en-
abling them to overthrow moderate govern-
ments in the region and establish a radical
Islamic empire that reaches from Indonesia
to Spain. If they are not stopped, the terror-
ists will be able to advance their agenda to
develop weapons of mass destruction, to de-
stroy Israel, to intimidate Europe, to break
our will, and blackmail our Government into
isolation. I make you this solemn commit-
ment: That’s not going to happen so long as
I'm the President of the United States.

Some might be tempted to dismiss the ter-
rorist goals as fanatical or extreme. They are
fanatical and extreme, but we cannot afford
to dismiss them. Evil men, obsessed with am-
bition and unburdened by conscience, must
be taken very seriously. Against such an
enemy, there is only one effective response:
We will never back down; we will never give
in; and we will never accept anything less
than complete victory.

We didn’t ask for this global struggle, but
were answering history’s call with con-
fidence and with a comprehensive strategy
to win this war.

First, we are determined to prevent attacks
by terrorist networks, by protecting the
homeland and working with our allies to de-
stroy the terrorist networks and incapacitate
their leadership. Together with our coalition
partners, we've disrupted a number of seri-
ous Al Qaida terrorist plots since September
the 11th, including several plots here on the
homeland. Our coalition against terror has
stayed on the offensive. We have killed or
captured nearly all those directly responsible
for the September the 11th attacks. We have
killed or captured several of bin Laden’s most
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senior deputies, including that—the man
who planned the U.S.—the bombing of the
U.S.S. Cole. We've killed or captured Al
Qaida and—and managers—Al Qaida man-
agers and operatives in countries all around
the world. We will stay on the hunt. We will
keep the pressure on these people. We will
not relent until the terror networks that
threaten us are exposed and broken and their
leaders are held to account for their murder.

Second, we are determined to deny weap-
ons of mass destruction to outlaw regimes
and to their terrorist allies who would use
them without hesitation. Working with Great
Britain and Pakistan and other nations, we
exposed and disrupted a major black-market
operation in nuclear technology led by A.Q.
Khan. Libya has abandoned its chemical and
nuclear weapons programs as well as its long-
range ballistic missiles. And in the last year,
America and our partners in the Proliferation
Security Initiative have stopped more than
a dozen shipments of suspect weapons tech-
nology, including equipment for Iran’s bal-
listic missile program. We're going to con-
tinue to deny the world’s most dangerous
men the world’s most dangerous weapons.

Third, we're determined to deny radical
groups the support and sanctuary of outlaw
regimes. So I've laid out a clear doctrine: The
United States makes no distinction between
those who commit acts of terror and those
who support and harbor the terrorists, be-
cause they’re equally guilty of murder. Any
government that chooses to be an ally of ter-
ror has also chosen to be an enemy of civiliza-
tion, and the civilized world will hold those
regimes to account.

Fourth, we're determined to deny the mili-
tants control of any nation which they would
use as a home base and a launching pad for
terror. This mission has brought new and ur-
gent responsibilities to all who wear the uni-
form. American troops are fighting beside
our Afghan partners against the remnants of
the Taliban and their Al Qaida allies. And
you're fighting alongside courageous Iraqis
against the remnants of a regime and a net-
work of terrorists who want to stop the ad-
vance of a free Iraq. Our goal is to defeat
the terrorists and their allies in the heart of
their power, so we will defeat the enemy in
Iraq.
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As we pursue the terrorists, we have a
strategy to go forward. Our military is helping
to train Iraqi security forces so they can de-
fend their people and take the fight to the
enemy. And we're making steady progress.
With every passing month, more and more
Iraqi forces are standing up, and the Iraqi
military is gaining new capabilities and new
confidence. At the time of our Fallujah oper-
ations just a year ago, there were only a few
Iraqi army battalions in combat. Today, there
are nearly 90 Iraqi army battalions fighting
the terrorists alongside our forces. American
and Iraqi troops are conducting major as-
saults to clear out enemy fighters in Baghdad
and other parts of Iraq. Iragi police and secu-
rity forces are helping clear the terrorists
from their strongholds, hold on to the areas
we've cleared, and prevent the enemy from
returning.

Our strategy can be summed up this way:
As the Iraqis stand up, we will stand down.
And when our commanders on the ground
tell me that the Iraqi forces can defend their
freedom, our troops will come home with the
honor they have earned.

And the second part of our strategy is a
political strategy. Iraqis are making inspiring
progress toward building a democracy. A
month ago, millions of Iragis turned out to
vote for a constitution that guarantees funda-
mental freedoms and lays the foundation for
a lasting democracy. In a few weeks, Iraqis
will vote again, to choose a fully constitu-
tional government to lead them for the next
4 years. This country is making amazing
progress from the days of being under the
thumb of a brutal tyrant. In 2V% years, they've
gone from tyranny to an election for a transi-
tional government, to the ratification of a
constitution, to the election of a free govern-
ment. It's amazing progress when you think
about it.

The Iraqi people are proving their deter-
mination to build a future founded on de-
mocracy and peace. And the United States
of America will help them succeed.

The fifth element of our strategy in the
war on terror is to deny the militants future
recruits by replacing hatred and resentment
with democracy and hope across the broader
Middle East. If the Middle East is left to

grow in bitterness, if countries remain in mis-
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ery while radicals stir the resentments of mil-
lions, then that part of the world will be a
source of endless conflict and mounting dan-
ger. If the peoples of that region are per-
mitted to choose their own destiny and ad-
vance by their own energy and participation
as free men and free women, then the ex-
tremists will be marginalized, and the flow
of violent radicalism to the rest of the world
will slow and eventually end. History has
proven that free nations are peaceful nations
and that democracies do not fight their
neighbors. By advancing the hope of freedom
and democracy for others, we make our own
freedom more secure.

The work ahead involves great risk. A time
of war is a time of sacrifice, and the greatest
burden falls on our military families. We've
lost some of our Nation’s finest men and
women in the war on terror. Each of these
men and women left grieving families and
loved ones back home. Each loss is heart-
breaking. And the best way to honor the sac-
rifices of our fallen troops is to complete the
mission and lay the foundation of peace for
generations to come.

The outcome of this war will affect every
single American, and that makes it a subject
of vital debate. And it’s important to be clear
about the facts. When our Nation was at-
tacked on September the 11th, leaders of
both political parties recognized a new re-
ality: If we wait for threats to fully mate-
rialize, we will have waited too long. We had
to take a hard look at every threat to America
after September the 11th, and when we did,
one stood apart: Saddam Hussein.

Under Saddam’s dictatorship, Iraq was the
only country in the world where American
military pilots faced regular attack. Iraq was
the only country that had used chemical
weapons on its own people, invaded its
neighbors, and fought a war against the
United States and a great coalition. Iraq was
only one of seven countries listed as a state
sponsor of terror, and it was judged by intel-
ligence agencies around the globe to possess
weapons of mass destruction. After more
than a decade of diplomacy, we gave Saddam
Hussein a final chance to comply with the
United Nations Security Council resolutions,
ordering him to disclose, disarm, or face seri-
ous consequences. When he refused, we had
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a choice. Do we take the word of a madman
and forget the lessons of September the 11th,
or do we take action to defend our country?
Given that choice, I will defend America
every time.

Combat forces of the United States, Great
Britain, Australia, Poland, and other coun-
tries enforced the demands of the United
Nations and put an end to Saddam’s regime.
Because we acted, the Iraqi people now live
in freedom, and the people of the United
States are safer.

Reasonable people can disagree about the
conduct of the war, but it is irresponsible for
Democrats to now claim that we misled them
and the American people. Leaders in my ad-
ministration and Members of the United
States Congress from both political parties
looked at the same intelligence on Iraq and
reached the same conclusion: Saddam Hus-
sein was a threat.

Let me give you some quotes from three
senior Democrat leaders: First, and I quote,
“There is unmistakable evidence that Sad-
dam Hussein is working aggressively to de-
velop nuclear weapons,” end quote. Another
senior Democrat leader said, “The war
against terrorism will not be finished as long
as Saddam Hussein is in power,” end quote.
Here’s another quote from a senior Demo-
crat leader: “Saddam Hussein, in effect, has
thumbed his nose at the world community,
and I think the President is approaching this
in the right fashion,” end quote.

They spoke the truth then, and they're
speaking politics now. The truth is that inves-
tigations of intelligence on Iraq have con-
cluded that only one person manipulated evi-
dence and misled the world, and that person
was Saddam Hussein. In early 2004, when
weapons inspector David Kay testified that
he had not found weapons of mass destruc-
tion in Iraq, he also testified that, quote,
“Iraq was in clear material violation of
United Nations Security Council Resolution
1441. They maintained programs and activi-
ties, and they certainly had the intentions at
a point to resume their programs. So there
was a lot they wanted to hide because it
showed what they were doing that was ille-
gal.”

Eight months later, weapons inspector
Charles Duelfer issued a report that found,
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quote, “Saddam Hussein so dominated the
Iraqi regime that its strategic intent was his
alone. He wanted to end sanctions while pre-
serving the capability to reconstitute his
weapons of mass destruction when the sanc-
tions were lifted.”

Some of our elected leaders have opposed
this war all along. I disagreed with them, but
I respect their willingness to take a consistent
stand. Yet some Democrats who voted to au-
thorize the use of force are now rewriting
the past. They are playing politics with this
issue, and they are sending mixed signals to
our troops and the enemy. And that’s irre-
sponsible.

As our troops fight a ruthless enemy deter-
mined to destroy our way of life, they deserve
to know that their elected leaders who voted
to send them into war continue to stand be-
hind them. Our troops deserve to know that
this support will remain firm when the going
gets tough. And our troops deserve to know
that whatever our differences in Washington,
our will is strong; our Nation is united; and
we will settle for nothing less than victory.

Thanks to our men and women in uniform,
the Iragi and Afghan people are building de-
mocracies, and as they do so, they inspire
people across the broader Middle East. And
freedom’s advance has only just begun. In
our lifetime, we've seen the power of free-
dom to conquer evil and take root in pre-
viously unfamiliar soil. Freedom is the
mightiest force of history because the desire
for liberty is embedded in the soul of every
man, woman, and child on the face of this
Earth. If we are steadfast, if we do our duty,
this young century will be freedom’s century,
and we will have done our duty by laying
the foundation of peace for generations to
come.

Laura and I are honored to be here with
those who wear our Nation’s uniform. We're
honored to be here with those who support
those who wear our Nation’s uniform. And
we're really happy to be back in Alaska. May
God bless our troops. May God bless their
families, and may God continue to bless the
United States of America. Thank you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:35 p.m. in Hangar
One at Elmendorf Air Force Base. In his remarks,
he referred to Lt. Gen. Douglas M. Fraser, USAF,
commander, Alaskan Command, Alaskan North
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American Aerospace Defense Command Region,
11th Air Force, and Joint Task Force—Alaska;
Brig. Gen. Herbert J. “Hawk” Carlisle, USAF,
commander, 3d Wing, Elmendorf Air Force Base;
Brig. Gen. Craig N. Christensen, USA, assistant
adjutant general and director, Alaska Army Na-
tional Guard; Col. Hazen L. Baron, USA, chief
of staff, 82d Airborne Division; Gov. Frank H.
Murkowski and Lt. Gov. Loren Leman of Alaska;
Mayor Mark Begich of Anchorage, AK; Abd al-
Rahim al-Nashiri, Al Qaida’s chief of operations
for the Persian Gulf; A.Q. Khan, former head of
Pakistan’s nuclear program; David Kay, former
CIA Special Adviser for Strategy Regarding Iraqi
Weapons of Mass Destruction Programs; and
Charles Duelfer, Special Adviser to the Director
of Central Intelligence. The Office of the Press
Secretary also released a Spanish language tran-
script of these remarks.

Statement on the Doha
Development Agenda

November 14, 2005

Prime Minister Blair has challenged World
Trade Organization members to ensure that
the Doha Development Agenda fulfills its
market-opening potential that would help lift
hundreds of millions of people out of pov-
erty. I welcome and endorse his call for ac-
tion to ensure a successful outcome to the
Doha round.

To achieve this ambitious agenda, all WTO
members will have to do their part. To give
impetus to Doha, I called for the reduction
and then elimination of trade-distorting agri-
cultural subsidies and tariffs. If the EU offers
similar real cuts to agricultural subsidies and
tariffs, others will also have to come forward
with significant proposals to cut tariffs and
reduce barriers on manufactured goods and
services.

The Doha Development Agenda is vital to
promoting development. Through the pur-
suit of the Millennium Development Goals
and the G-8 agreement to cancel 100 per-
cent of the debt of the world’s most heavily
indebted nations, we have made good
progress on aid and debt relief. However,
trade is the engine for a sustained expansion
of prosperity around the world. Through a
successful Doha round, we can realize that
opportunity.
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Statement on Signing the Foreign
Operations, Export Financing, and
Related Programs Appropriations
Act, 2006

November 14, 2005

Today, I have signed into law H.R. 3057,
the “Foreign Operations, Export Financing,
and Related Programs Appropriations Act,
2006.” The Act provides funds in support of

United States foreign policy objectives
abroad.

The Executive Branch shall construe as ad-
visory certain provisions of the Act that pur-
port to direct or burden the President’s con-
stitutional authority to conduct foreign rela-
tions, either by purporting to direct the con-
tent of certain international negotiations and
communications or by directing the Execu-
tive Branch to collaborate with other entities
in the development of foreign policy. These
provisions include sections 506(a), 514, 551,
561(a) and (d), 562, 575(a), 590(b) and 593.

The Executive Branch shall also construe
certain provisions of the Act that purport to
make consultation with the Congress a pre-
condition to the execution of the law as call-
ing for, but not mandating, such consultation,
as is consistent with the Constitution’s provi-
sions concerning the separate powers of the
Congress to legislate and of the President to
execute the laws. Such provisions include
sections 506(e), 509(b), 512, 534(k), 543(b),
564(b), 576(c), 595, and provisions under the
headings “Transition Initiatives,” USAID;
“Andean Counterdrug Initiative,” Depart-
ment of State; and “Debt Restructuring,”
Department of the Treasury.

George W. Bush

The White House,
November 14, 2005.

Note: H.R. 3057, approved November 14, was
assigned Public Law No. 109-102.
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Message to the Congress Giving
Notification of Intent To Enter an
Agreement on Tariff Treatment of
Multi-Chip Integrated Circuits

November 14, 2005

To the Congress of the United States:

Consistent with section 2103(a)(1) of the
Trade Act of 2002, T am pleased to notify
the Congress of my intention to enter into
an agreement with the European Union,
Japan, the Republic of Korea, and Taiwan
on tariff treatment for multi-chip integrated
circuits. Multi-chip integrated circuits are
semiconductor devices used in computers,
cell phones, and other high-technology prod-

ucts.

United States-based companies are the
principal suppliers to the world of multi-chip
integrated circuits. In 2004, global sales of
finished multi-chip integrated circuits were
estimated to be $4.2 billion, and U.S. semi-
conductor companies account for roughly
half of those sales.

The United States, the European Union,
the Republic of Korea, and Taiwan will apply
zero duties on these products as of an agreed
date. The target date for entry into force of
the Agreement is January 1, 2006. Japan al-
ready applies zero duties on these products
and expects to ratify the Agreement formally
in 2006. Further, although all major pro-
ducers of multi-chip integrated circuits will
be parties to the Agreement, we will seek
to build on this Agreement by joining to-
gether to work in the World Trade Organiza-
tion to increase the number of countries
granting duty-free treatment to these prod-
ucts.

George W. Bush

The White House,
November 14, 2005.

NOTE: This message was released by the Office
of the Press Secretary on November 16.
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Proclamation 7961—National Farm-
City Week, 2005

November 15, 2005

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

Farming is America’s first industry, and
the success of America’s farmers and ranch-
ers is crucial to the prosperity of our country.
During National Farm-City Week, we recog-
nize the important relationship between rural
and urban industries that helps keep our
farmers and our Nation strong.

America’s farmers and ranchers work hard,
and they provide a healthy, safe, and abun-
dant food supply for our citizens and for
countless individuals abroad. In order to
make their goods available to the public, they
depend on partnerships with processors,
transporters, marketers, distributors, and
many others. These cooperative networks
make up America’s robust agricultural indus-
try and account for about one-sixth of all jobs
in the United States.

My Administration understands that our
farm economy is a source of strength for our
Nation, and we remain committed to advanc-
ing policies that will improve our country’s
agricultural industry. We have successfully
implemented the Farm Security and Rural
Investment Act of 2002, which significantly
increased conservation funding and provided
an important safety net for our farmers. Ear-
lier this year, I signed the Central American-
Dominican Republic Free Trade Agreement,
which will help ensure that free trade is fair
trade and level the playing field for American
products exported to Central America. To
continue to open new markets for America’s
farmers and ranchers, we must also work for
a free and fair global trading system. Through
the World Trade Organization’s Doha Round
of trade negotiations, we are seeking to re-
duce and eliminate tariffs and other barriers
to U.S. agricultural goods.

As we celebrate National Farm-City Week,
we express appreciation for those who make
a living off the land. Their hard work and
dedication to maintaining strong networks
between rural areas and urban communities
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helps to feed, clothe, and provide energy for
Americans and others around the world.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim November 18
through November 24, 2005, as National
Farm-City Week. I encourage all Americans
to join in recognizing the great accomplish-
ments of our farmers and ranchers and the
entrepreneurship and ingenuity of countless
others who produce America’s agricultural
goods.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this fifteenth day of November, in
the year of our Lord two thousand five, and
of the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and thirtieth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
11:12 a.m., November 16, 2005]

NoOTE: This proclamation was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on November 16, and
it was published in the Federal Register on No-
vember 17.

Proclamation 7962—America
Recycles Day, 2005

November 15, 2005

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

On America Recycles Day, we recognize
the importance of recycling and using prod-
ucts made with recycled materials. Today,
Americans recycle many items, including
motor oil, tires, aluminum cans, plastic, glass,
batteries, and building materials. These com-
munity efforts are designed to make a dif-
ference in our environment and help im-
prove our quality of life.

The Federal Government is working to ex-
pand opportunities for recycling across our
country. I recently signed into law the En-
ergy Policy Act of 2005, which will increase
the use of recycled materials in Federal con-
struction projects. In addition, the Environ-
mental Protection Agency (EPA) operates
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the Resource Conservation Challenge, a na-
tional effort to encourage manufacturers,
businesses, and consumers to raise the na-
tional recycling rate to 35 percent. To help
achieve this goal, the EPA launched the
Plug-In To eCycling Campaign in coopera-
tion with American businesses. This partner-
ship helps increase awareness about the im-
portance of reusing and safely recycling elec-
tronics and provides the public with addi-
tional opportunities to recycle.

Throughout the year, I encourage individ-
uals, businesses, and government entities to
participate in recycling programs in their
communities. These efforts contribute to a
culture of responsible citizenship and good
stewardship of our natural heritage, and they
can help ensure a cleaner, safer, and
healthier environment for our children and
grandchildren.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim November 15,
2005, as America Recycles Day. I call upon
the people of the United States to observe
this day with appropriate programs and ac-
tivities.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this fifteenth day of November, in
the year of our Lord two thousand five, and
of the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and thirtieth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
11:12 a.m., November 16, 2005]

NoOTE: This proclamation was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on November 16, and
it was published in the Federal Register on No-
vember 17.

The President’s News Conference
With Prime Minister Junichiro
Koizumi of Japan in Kyoto, Japan
November 16, 2005

Prime Minister Koizumi. First, I would
like to express our sincere welcome to the
visit of the President and Mrs. Bush. We are
very happy to have an excellent weather
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today, and I'm very happy that President and
Mrs. Bush enjoyed the beauty of this ancient
city of Kyoto.

Before this meeting, the President and
myself had the pleasure of taking a pleasant
walk through Golden Pavilion Temple. This
is in a wonderful environment where we can
confirm the importance of our bilateral rela-
tions. We have been able to have the candid
exchange of views between the two—bilat-
eral issues, particularly the importance of our
relations in the global context, in other
words, from the viewpoint of the U.S.-Japan
alliance in the world. That is the overriding
context of our talk today.

We emphasized and confirmed the impor-
tance of closer consultation between the two.
The United States remains the most indis-
pensable ally to Japan. And if—the better our
bilateral relations, the easier it would be for
us to establish better relations with China
and other neighboring countries and the
countries of other—in the world.

There is no such thing as U.S.-Japan rela-
tionship too close. Some people maintain that
maybe we would pay more attention to other
issues, probably it would be better to
strengthen the relationship with other coun-
tries. I do not side with such views. The U.S.-
Japan relationship, the closer, more intimate
it is, it is easier for us to behave and establish
better relations with China, with South
Korea, and other nations in Asia. This is my
firm conviction on the basis of my thinking.
Based upon our past, the importance of our
bilateral relationships will not change. That
is the basic understanding with which I had
a talk with the President and in which we
will seek the future direction in establishing
and seeking the prosperity and stability of
our nation.

At the same time, when we look at the
issue such as the United Nations reform, the
importance of our bilateral relationship
looms even larger. We should recognize that.
And we have been able to have a candid ex-
change. The United States expressed strong
support to us becoming permanent member
of the Security Council and would like to
deepen our cooperation on that issue.

On the issue of terrorism, this is going to
be a long-lasting, difficult path we have to
follow and—in close cooperation with the

1721

international community so that each nation
will have a peaceful and stable atmosphere.
In Iraq as well as in Afghanistan, the people
themselves should work harder to establish
themselves as a nation, and we are pledged
to provide our utmost assistance for that goal.

Further, concerning the issue of realign-
ment and transformation of the U.S. forces
in Japan and the reduction of burden on the
local community, and the beef issue—BSE
issue—and other future-oriented issues, such
as bird influenza, that is the issue which re-
quires closer collaboration between the two.
But fundamentally, the importance of our bi-
lateral relations should be recognized. If we
do that, and then I hope that we would be
able to continue to act as an ally, as a partner,
on its own, autonomous and independent
[inaudible]—in fulfilling the responsibility in
the international community.

We were able to have very candid ex-
change of views, and we hope that we would
like to continue to have this similar relation-
ship of trust so that we can perform our obli-
gations and duties jointly, collaboratively,
with the United States for the benefit of the
international community. That is all.

President Bush. Prime Minister, thank
you very much for your warm hospitality.
Laura and I are so honored to be here in
Kyoto, as well as in this beautiful Guest
House.

It's no secret in my country that you and
I have got a good relationship. I value you
as a close friend. I appreciate our candid dis-
cussions, just like we had today. Relation-
ships—or the relationship between the
United States and Japan is a vital relation-
ship, and it’s a very strong relationship. And
a strong relationship enables us to work to-
gether to help keep the peace.

I admire the Prime Minister’s political
courage. I haven't had a chance to publicly
congratulate him on winning his election. But
he did so, and he did so in a way that con-
firms the great strength of democracy. He
said, “T'm going to take my message to the
people, and we'll let the people make the
decision as to whether or not there ought
to be reforms here in Japan.” And as a result
of your courageous decision, Mr. Prime Min-
ister, you prevailed. And I want to congratu-
late you for that.
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We've got a good friend in Japan when
it comes to spreading democracy and free-
dom. I appreciate the contributions of the
Japanese people in both Iraq and Afghani-
stan. Today I was able to tell the Prime Min-
ister about important progress that is being
made in the Middle East. The international
crossing at Rafah will be opened up for the
first time in a while and should be open by
the 25th of November. Other crossings will
be opened up as well. The seaport construc-
tion will begin. Travel between Gaza and the
West Bank will take place. My point is, is
that the freedom movement, the democracy
movement, has got a very good chance of
taking hold in the Middle East, in the Holy
Land. And as it does, it is more likely that
we'll be able to achieve the peace that we
all want.

I also, in international affairs, made it very
clear to us—the United States made it very
clear to the Prime Minister that our position
has not changed on a permanent seat for
Japan in the United Nations Security Coun-
cil. T hope I'm viewed as the kind of fellow,
when I say something, I mean it. I have said
that consistently, and I still mean that, Mr.
Prime Minister.

We talked about North Korea, and I ap-
preciate the Prime Minister’s understanding
and willingness to join with five other nations
in making it clear to the leader of North
Korea that in order for that nation to be ac-
cepted in the international community, that
it must verifiably dismantle all nuclear weap-
ons programs. And I want to thank you for
your strong stand on that, Mr. Prime Min-
ister. We also join you in our concern about
the abductee issue in North Korea.

We talked about trade. We both agree that
the Doha round must proceed. We both rec-
ognize that we’ve got work to do. The United
States has made a very strong offer about
agricultural subsidies. And again, I appre-
ciate your understanding of this very impor-
tant issue, Mr. Prime Minister.

We also talked about beef. And the Prime
Minister and his Government has taken a
study on the issue and has confirmed that
U.S. beef would be safe. And I appreciate
the fact that we’re progressing on this issue.

We also talked about the need to continue
to coordinate our aid, our development aid,
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and we've got a mechanism to do just that.
Well, Japan has been incredibly generous
with taxpayers” money, the taxpayers” dollars
to help those who suffer. And so has the
United States. And I—the better we coordi-
nate, the more likely it is we’ll be able to
work together to solve the problems we all
want.

I appreciate you bringing up avian flu. One
of the important topics that we’ll be dis-
cussing in South Korea is the need for us
to work together to detect and share informa-
tion on avian flu, on a potential outbreak of
avian flu. And so this is an issue of inter-
national concern, and the closer we all work
together on this issue, the more likely it is
we’'ll be able to do our job of protecting our
fellow citizens against a potential pandemic.

Finally, I do want to congratulate the
Prime Minister on his reforms. We’re an ac-
tive trading partner, bilateral trading partner
with Japan, and it makes it easier to trade
when the Japanese economy is growing. And
we were reminiscing about my first trip to
Tokyo. The newly elected President and the
Prime Minister and I talked about the need
to make sure our respective economies grew,
and he talked about the idea of reforming
the economy in order to create growth. And
sure enough, it worked. The economic GDP
grew at 4.5 percent annual rate in the first
half of 2005, and I congratulate you on that,
Mr. Prime Minister. That's good news. It’s
good news for the Japanese people; it’s also
good news for your trading partners. It’s hard
to trade with somebody who’s broke. It’s easi-
er to trade with somebody whose economy
is growing.

And so, Mr. Prime Minister, congratula-
tions on your strong leadership. Thank you
very much for your friendship. I look forward
to continuing to work with you throughout
my Presidency and your term as the Prime
Minister.

Prime Minister Koizumi. We'd like to
move on to the Q&A session. First of all,
from the Japanese side, please. Any ques-
tions?

U.S. Forces in Japan

Q. I have a question to both of you, Prime
Minister Koizumi and President Bush. First
of all, transformation. In your consultations,
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specifically, what kind of views were ex-
changed? Especially with the interim report
after the two-plus-two, there’s already objec-
tion being raised by the local communities
in Okinawa. Prime Minister, how will you be
responding as they proceed to the final re-
port? And President Bush, what are your ex-
pectations towards Japan?

Prime Minister Koizumi. Now, with re-
gards to the transformation of U.S. forces in
Japan, the question just raised, the Foreign
Minister, the head of the National Defense
Agency, as well as the Secretary of State and
the Secretary of Defense of the United
States, have been repeating various detailed
discussions. And the interim report was just
announced very recently. And Okinawa,
where the bases are located, as well as var-
ious local communities, are objecting and re-
butting.

Thinking back, if you're asked, “Are you
for or against having a base,” naturally, one
would respond, “I am against.” I think that’s
the gut feeling of the Japanese people. How-
ever, when we think about peace and security
and safety, that is the context in which Japan
can achieve economic growth. And in order
to be able to benefit from safety and peace,
we have to pay a certain cost. And that is
what security is all about.

So that in mind, with regards to the local
communities that are against the idea, we've
been trying to persuade them with regards
to the position we are placed in. And they
are, in fact, enjoying the security being of-
fered through the U.S.-Japan alliance, and
therefore, we hope that the local commu-
nities will rethink that very hard and take up
the issue of transformation very seriously in
that context.

The Government of Japan will have to
make great efforts towards the resolution of
this issue. Now, this is an issue that may re-
quire some time, but we are hoping that the
proposal set forth can be realized, and there-
fore, we will remain united as a government
and make that the method.

President Bush. My attitude on the issue
is that our Government negotiated in good
faith with the Japanese Government and that
Japan, being a democracy as it is, will work
out the issues according to, you know, the
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leadership of the Prime Minister and the will
of the people.

Press Secretary Scott McClellan. Dana
Bash [CNN].

Senate Action on Iraq

Q. Thank you, sir. Sir, as you probably
know, the Senate rejected earlier today
measures that would have required a time-
table for withdrawal in Irag, but a Repub-
lican resolution was overwhelmingly passed
that called for more information from your
administration to clarify and recommend
changes to U.S. policy in Iraq. So is that evi-
dence that your party is increasingly splitting
with you, sir, on Iraq? And is it an open chal-
lenge to you—is that open challenge to you
embarrassing while you're traveling abroad?

President Bush. 1, first of all, appreciated
the fact that the Senate, in a bipartisan fash-
ion, rejected an amendment that would have
taken our troops out of Iraq before the mis-
sion was complete. To me that was a positive
step by the United States Senate.

Secondly, the Senate did ask that we re-
port on progress being made in Iraq, which
we're more than willing to do. That’s to be
expected. That's what the Congress expects.
They expect us to keep them abreast of a
plan that is going to work. It’s a plan that
we have made very clear to the Senate and
the House, and that is the plan that we will
train Iraqis, Iraqi troops to be able to take
the fight to the enemy. And as I have consist-
ently said, as the Iragis stand up, we will
stand down.

I view this as an amendment consistent
with our strategy and look forward to con-
tinue to work with the Congress. It is impor-
tant that we succeed in Iraq. A democracy
in Iraq will bring peace for generations to
come. And we're going to. The Iraqi people
want us to succeed. The only reason we won't
succeed is if we lose our nerve, and the ter-
rorists are able to drive us out of Iraq by
killing innocent lives. But I view this as posi-
tive developments on the Hill.

Japan’s Role in Iraq

Q. Concerning the dispatch of self-defense
forces to Iraq, the 14th of next month is the
time limit of the stationing. What kind of ex-
planation did you make to the President
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about that? And how did President Bush
evaluate that—appreciate Japan’s position on
this? And what do you expect Japan to do
further in Iraq on this issue?

Prime Minister Koizumi. Concerning Ja-
pan’s assistance toward Iraq, including the
activities of the self-defense forces, we will
want to see that Iraqi people, themselves,
bring democratic and stable nation by the
power of the Iraqis, themselves. And they
are making the efforts toward that goal. Cer-
tainly there are political difficulties, but they
are making progress.

So, against that background, as a respon-
sible member of the international commu-
nity, Japan should seriously consider what we
could do to help the situation there. That
has been our position, and there is no change
in this—in our basic stance.

What kind of assistance we are going to
make in December? First, toward the recon-
struction of Iraq, what we can do—that first,
we have to think about, and then multilateral
forces and other nations are involved in the
helping reconstruct Iraq. As a member of the
international community, we have to join
them. And further, on the basis of the impor-
tance of the U.S.-Japan alliance, we have to
take all those things in a comprehensive man-
ner, so that we seriously think what we could
do to help the Iraq situation, and we make
judgment on that basis.

President Bush. Obviously, the extent to
which the Japanese Government wants to
give reconstruction money to Iraq is up to
the Japanese Government. And as to the de-
ployment of troops, that’s up to the Govern-
ment. That’s what happens in democracies—
government make decisions that they're ca-
pable of living with. And that’s what we said,
“Do the best you can do. Make up your own
mind. It’s your decision, not mine.”

Press Secretary McClellan.
Condon [Copley News Service].

George

China and Taiwan

Q. Mr. President, can you elaborate on
your advice to China as to how much you
want them to emulate Taiwan? Specifically,
do you want the People’s Republic to copy
the governmental structure of Taiwan?

President Bush. I'm going to be giving
a speech on this subject here pretty soon.
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1 hope you pay attention to it, George. My
message to the region is, is that the region
is better off as democracies spread. If you
really think about this part of the world at
the beginning of World War II, there was
two democracies in the entire Pacific region,
Australia and New Zealand. And today,
there’s a variety of democracies, and this is
a peaceful part of the world.

I believe that societies are—become stable
and whole societies as they give people more
say in the government. And so my message
is universal, not necessarily trying to compare
one system to another. In other words, you
asked me about, should I say to China,
“You've got to emulate Taiwan.” What I say
to the Chinese, as well as others, is that a
free society is in your interests. To allow peo-
ple to worship freely, for example, in your
society is part of a stable, mature society, and
that leadership should not fear freedoms
within their society.

As to the Taiwan-China issue, my message
has been consistently clear, and that is, is that
we support the “one China” policy, three
communiques, and the Taiwan Relations Act,
and neither side should unilaterally change
the status quo. I will repeat that today. I will
repeat it in China as well, and the reason
why it’s important for this issue to be solved
peacefully, for the—both sides to reconcile
their differences through dialog. And I'll con-
tinue to encourage dialog on the topic. Thank
you.

Prime Minister Koizumi. This concludes
this meeting.

NOTE: The President’s news conference began at
12:01 p.m. at the Kyoto State Guest House. In
his remarks, the President referred to Chairman
Kim Chong-il of North Korea; and Yutaka Inoue,
former President, House of Councillors of Japan.
Prime Minister Koizumi referred to Minister of
Foreign Affairs Taro Aso of Japan; and Fukushiro
Nukaga, Director-General, Japanese Defense
Agency. Prime Minister Koizumi and some re-
porters spoke in Japanese, and their remarks were
translated by an interpreter.

Remarks in Kyoto, Japan
November 16, 2005

Konichiwa. Mr. Chairman, thank you very
much for your kind introduction, and thank
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you for this invitation. Laura and I are
pleased to be back in Japan, and we appre-
ciate the warm welcome that we received
here in Kyoto. We were so honored to stay
at the Kyoto State Guest House. It’s a fan-
tastic facility. I know the folks of this commu-
nity have great pride in the guest house, and
you should. Kyoto served as the capital of
Japan for more than 1,000 years, and it is
still the cultural heart of this great nation.
It’s a proud city where ancient teahouses and
temples keep this country’s traditions alive
and scientists from its universities win Nobel
Prizes. Kyoto is a symbol of Japan’s trans-
formation into a nation that values its free-
dom and respects its traditions.

I have experienced this transformation of
your country in a highly personal way. Dur-
ing World War II, my father and a Japanese
official named Junya Koizumi were on oppo-
site sides of a terrible war. Today, their sons
serve as elected leaders of their respected
nations. Prime Minister Koizumi is one of
my best friends in the international commu-
nity. We have met many times during my
Presidency. I know the Prime Minister well.
I trust his judgment. I admire his leadership,
and America is proud to have him as an ally
in the cause of peace and freedom.

The relationship between our countries is
much bigger than the friendship between a
President and a Prime Minister. It is an equal
partnership based on common values, com-
mon interests, and a common commitment
to freedom. Freedom has made our two de-
mocracies close allies. Freedom is the basis
of our growing ties to other nations in the
region. And in the 21st century, freedom is
the destiny of every man, woman, and child
from New Zealand to the Korean Peninsula.

Freedom is the bedrock of our foundation
with Japan. At the beginning of World War
IL, this side of the Pacific had only two de-
mocracies, Australia and New Zealand. And
at the end of World War II, some did not
believe that democracy would work in your
country. Fortunately, American leaders like
President Harry Truman did not listen to the
skeptics, and the Japanese people proved the
skeptics wrong by embracing elections and
democracy.

As you embraced democracy, you adapted
it to your own needs and your own cir-
cumstances, so Japanese democracy is dif-
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ferent from American democracy. You have
a Prime Minister, not a president. Your con-
stitution allows for a monarchy that is a
source of national pride. Japan is a good ex-
ample of how a free society can reflect a
country’s unique culture and history while
guaranteeing the universal freedoms that are
the foundation of all genuine democracies.

By founding the new Japan on these uni-
versal principles of freedom, you have
changed the face of Asia. With every step
toward freedom, your economy flourished
and became a model for others. With every
step toward freedom, you showed that de-
mocracy helps governments become more
accountable to their citizens. And with every
step toward freedom, you became a force for
peace and stability in this region, a valued
member of the world community, and a
trusted ally of the United States.

A free Japan has transformed the lives of
its citizens. The spread of freedom in Asia
started in Japan more than a half century ago,
and today, the Japanese people are among
the freest in the world. You have a proud
democracy. You enjoy a standard of living
that is one of the highest in the world. By
embracing political and economic liberty,
you have improved the lives of all your citi-
zens, and you have shown others that free-
dom is the surest path to prosperity and sta-
bility.

A free Japan has helped transform the lives
of others in the region. The investment you
have provided your neighbors helped jump-
start many of Asia’s economies. The aid that
you send helps build critical infrastructure
and delivers relief to victims of earthquakes
and typhoons and tsunamis. And the alliance
that you have made with the United States
is the pillar of stability and security for a re-
gion and a source of confidence in Asia’s fu-
ture.

A free Japan is helping to transform the
world. Japan and the United States send
more aid overseas than any other two coun-
tries in the world. Today in Afghanistan, Jap-
anese aid is building a highway that President
Karzai says is essential for the economic re-
covery of this newly democratic nation. In
Iraq, Japan has pledged nearly $5 billion for
reconstruction, and you have sent your self-
defense forces to serve the cause of freedom
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in Iraq’s al-Muthanna province. At the start
of this young century, Japan is using its free-
dom to advance the cause of peace and pros-
perity around the world, and the world is a
better place because of Japanese leadership.

Japan has also shown that once people get
a taste for freedom, they want more—be-
cause the desire for freedom is written in
the hearts of every man and woman on this
Earth. With each new generation that grows
up in freedom, the expectations of citizens
rise, and the demand for accountability
grows. Here in Japan, Prime Minister
Koizumi has shown leadership by pushing
crucial reforms to open your economy and
make ]apan’s institutions more responsive to
the needs of its people. The Prime Minister
knows that nations grow in wealth and stature
when they trust in the wisdom and talents
of their people, and that lesson is now
spreading across this great region.

Freedom is the bedrock of America’s
friendship with Japan, and it is the bedrock
of our engagement with Asia. As a Pacific
nation, America is drawn by trade and values
and history to be a part of the future of this
region. The extraordinary economic growth
in the Pacific Rim has opened new possibili-
ties for progress. It has raised new challenges
that affect us all. These challenges include
working for free and fair trade, protecting
our people from new threats like pandemic
flu, and ensuring that emerging economies
have the supplies of energy they need to con-
tinue to grow. We have also learned that as
freedom spreads throughout Asia and the
world, it has deadly enemies, terrorists who
despise freedom’s progress and who want to
stop it by killing innocent men, women, and
children, and intimidating their govern-
ments. I have come to Asia to discuss these
common challenges, at the bilateral level
during visits with leaders like Prime Minister
Koizumi and at the regional level through
the Asia Pacific Economic Cooperation Sum-
mit. These issues are all vital, and by address-
ing them now, we will build a freer and bet-
ter future for all our citizens.

Our best opportunity to spread the free-
dom that comes from economic prosperity
is through free and fair trade. The Doha
round of negotiations in the World Trade Or-
ganization gives us a chance to open up mar-
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kets for goods and services and farm products
all across the globe. Under Doha, every na-
tion will gain, and the developing world
stands to gain the most. The World Bank
projects that the elimination of trade barriers
could lift hundreds of millions of people out
of poverty. And the greatest obstacle to a suc-
cessful Doha round is the reluctance in many
parts of the developed world to dismantle the
tariffs and barriers and trade-distorting sub-
sidies that isolate the world’s poor from the
great opportunities of this century.

My administration has offered a bold pro-
posal for Doha that would substantially re-
duce agricultural tariffs and trade-distorting
subsidies in a first stage and, over a period
of 15 years, eliminate them altogether. Pa-
cific Rim leaders who are concerned about
the harmful effects of high tariffs and farm
subsidies need to come together to move the
Doha round forward on agriculture as well
as on services and manufactured goods. And
this year’s summit in Korea gives APEC a
chance to take a leadership role before next
month’s WTO meeting in Hong Kong.

APEC is the premier forum in the Asia-
Pacific region for addressing economic
growth, cooperation, trade, and investment.
Its 21-member economies account for nearly
half of all world trade. By using its influence
to push for an ambitious result in the Doha
round, APEC can help create a world trading
system that is freer and fairer and helps
spread prosperity and opportunity through-
out the Asian-Pacific region.

As we come together to advance pros-
perity, we must also come together to ensure
the health and safety of our citizens. As
economies open up, they create new oppor-
tunities, but this openness also exposes us to
new risks. In an age of international travel
and commerce, new diseases can spread
quickly. We saw the need for international
cooperation and transparency 3 years ago,
when a previously unknown virus called
SARS appeared in rural China. When an in-
fected doctor carried the virus out of China,
it spread to Vietnam and to Singapore and
to Canada within a month. Before long, the
SARS virus had spread to nearly every con-
tinent and killed hundreds of people. By one
estimate, the SARS outbreak cost the Asian-
Pacific region about $40 billion. The lesson
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of this experience is clear: We all have a com-
mon interest in working together to stop out-
breaks of deadly new viruses so we can save
the lives of people on both sides of the Pa-
cific.

We now face a new and potentially more
deadly threat from avian flu, which has in-
fected bird populations across Asia and else-
where. I am glad to see that governments
around the region are already taking steps
to prevent avian flu from becoming a pan-
demic. The World Health Organization is co-
ordinating the global response to this threat,
and the way forward is through greater open-
ness, greater transparency, and greater co-
operation. At the forthcoming summit, I look
forward to discussing ways to help this region
prepare for and respond to the threat of a
pandemic. Every nation in the world has an
interest in helping to detect and contain any
outbreak before it can spread. At home, my
country is taking important steps so that we
are prepared in the event of an outbreak.
And as the nations of Asia work to prevent
a pandemic and protect their people from
the scourge of avian flu, America will stand
by their side.

As we address these challenges to public
health, we must also confront the challenge
of energy security in a tight global market
where demand is growing. Asian nations un-
derstand that the best way to create oppor-
tunity and alleviate poverty is through eco-
nomic growth. As their economies grow, they
are using more energy. Over the last 3 years,
the United States has launched a series of
initiatives that will help these countries meet
their energy needs while easing demand on
global markets, reducing pollution, and ad-
dressing the long-term challenge of climate
change. These initiatives range from cleaner
use of coal to ethanol and biodiesel to emis-
sion-free hydrogen vehicles to solar and wind
power to clean-burning methane from mines,
landfills, and farms.

This summer, we took an important step
toward these goals by forming the Asian-Pa-
cific Partnership on Clean Development. To-
gether with Australia and China and India,
Japan and South Korea, we will focus on
practical ways to make the best practices and
latest energy technologies available to all.
And as nations across this region adapt these
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practices and technologies, they will make
their factories and powerplants cleaner and
more efficient. I plan to use my visit to the
region to build on the progress we are mak-
ing. By working together, we will promote
economic growth and reduce emissions and
help build a better and cleaner world.

As we work together to meet these com-
mon challenges, we must continue to
strengthen the ties of trust between our na-
tions. And the best way to strengthen the ties
of trust between nations is by advancing free-
dom within nations. Free nations are peace-
ful nations. Free nations do not threaten
their neighbors, and free nations offer their
citizens a hopeful vision for the future. By
advancing the cause of liberty throughout
this region, we will contribute to the pros-
perity of all and deliver the peace and sta-
bility that can only come with freedom.

And so the advance of freedom in Asia has
been one of the greatest stories in human
history, and in the young century now before
us, we will add to that story. Millions in this
region now live in thriving democracies. Oth-
ers have just started down the road of liberty,
and the few nations whose leaders have re-
fused to take even the first steps to freedom
are finding themselves out of step with their
neighbors and isolated from the world. Even
in these lonely places, the desire for freedom
lives, and one day freedom will reach their
shores as well.

Some Asian nations have already built free
and open societies. And one of the most dra-
matic examples is the Republic of Korea, our
host for the APEC Summit. Like many in
this part of the world, the South Koreans
were for years led by governments that
closed their door to political reform but
gradually opened up to the global economy.
By embracing freedom in the economic
realm, South Korea transformed itself into
an industrial power at home and a trading
partner abroad.

As South Korea began opening itself up
to world markets, it found that economic
freedom fed the just demands of its citizens
for greater political freedom. The economic
wealth that South Korea created at home
helped nurture a thriving middle class that
eventually demanded free elections and a
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democratic government that would be ac-
countable to the people. We admire the
struggle the South Korean people made to
achieve their democratic freedom and the
modern nation they have built with that free-
dom. South Korea is now one of the world’s
most successful economies and one of Asia’s
most successful democracies. It is also show-
ing leadership in the world by helping others
who are claiming their own freedom. At this
hour, Korean forces make up the third larg-
est contingent in the Multi-National Force
in Iraq, and by helping the Iraqis build a free
society in the heart of the Middle East, South
Korea is contributing to a more peaceful and
hopeful world.

Taiwan is another society that has moved
from repression to democracy as it liberalized
its economy. Like South Korea, the people
of Taiwan for years lived under a restrictive
political state that gradually opened up its
economy. And like South Korea, the opening
to world markets transformed the island into
one of the world’s most important trading
partners. And like South Korea, economic
liberalization in Taiwan helped fuel its desire
for individual political freedom, because men
and women who are allowed to control their
own wealth will eventually insist on control-
ling their own lives and their own future.

Like South Korea, modern Taiwan is free
and democratic and prosperous. By embrac-
ing freedom at all levels, Taiwan has deliv-
ered prosperity to its people and created a
free and democratic Chinese society. Our
“one China” policy remains unchanged. It is
based on three communiques, the Taiwan
Relations Act, and our belief that there
should be no unilateral attempts to change
the status by either side—the status quo by
either side. The United States will continue
to stress the need for dialog between China
and Taiwan that leads to a peaceful resolu-
tion of their differences.

Other Asian societies have taken some
steps toward freedom, but they have not yet
completed the journey. When my father
served as the head of our Nation’s diplomatic
mission in Beijing 30 years ago, an isolated
China was recovering from the turmoil un-
leashed by the Cultural Revolution. In the
late 1970s, China’s leaders took a hard look
at their country, and they resolved to change.
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They opened the door to economic develop-
ment, and today the Chinese people are bet-
ter fed, better housed, and enjoy better op-
portunities than they ever had in their his-
tory.

As China reforms its economy, its leaders
are finding that once the door to freedom
is opened even a crack, it can not be closed.
As the people of China grow in prosperity,
their demands for political freedom will grow
as well. President Hu has explained to me
his vision of “peaceful development,” and he
wants his people to be more prosperous. I
have pointed out that the people of China
want more freedom to express themselves,
to worship without state control, to print Bi-
bles and other sacred texts without fear of
punishment. The efforts of Chinese people
to—China’s people to improve their society
should be welcomed as part of China’s devel-
opment. By meeting the legitimate demands
of its citizens for freedom and openness, Chi-
na’s leaders can help their country grow into
a modern, prosperous, and confident nation.

Access to American markets has played an
important role in China’s economic develop-
ment, and China needs to provide a level
playing field for American businesses seeking
access to China’s market. The United States
supported China’s entry into the World
Trade Organization because a China that
abides by the same global rules as everyone
else will contribute to a free and fair world
trading system. When I met President Hu
in New York recently, he said that China
would bring more balance in our trade and
protect intellectual property. I welcomed
those commitments, just as I welcomed Chi-
na’s announcement in July that it would im-
plement a flexible, market-based exchange
system for its currency. These statements are
a good beginning, but China needs to take
action to ensure these goals are fully imple-
mented. The textile agreement our two na-
tions reached last week shows that with hard
work and determination, we can come to-
gether to resolve difficult trading issues. The
agreement adds certainty and predictability
for businesses in both America and China.
I look forward to frank discussions with Presi-
dent Hu at APEC and in Beijing about our
need to find solutions to our trade dif-
ferences with China.



Administration of George W. Bush, 2005 / Nov. 16

China can play a positive role in the world.
We welcome the important role China has
assumed as host of the six-party talks aimed
at bringing peace to the Korean Peninsula.
We look forward to resolving our trade dif-
ferences in a spirit of mutual respect and ad-
herence to global rules and standards. And
we encourage China to continue down the
road of reform and openness because the
freer China is at home, the greater the wel-
come it will receive abroad.

Unlike China, some Asian nations still have
not taken even the first steps toward free-
dom. These regimes understand that eco-
nomic liberty and political liberty go hand
in hand, and they refuse to open up at all.
The ruling parties in these countries have
managed to hold onto power. The price of
their refusal to open up is isolation, back-
wardness, and brutality. By closing the door
to freedom, they create misery at home and
sow instability abroad. These nations rep-
resent Asia’s past, not its future.

We see that lack of freedom in Burma,
a nation that should be one of the most pros-
perous and successful in Asia but is instead
one of the region’s poorest. Fifteen years ago,
the Burmese people cast their ballots, and
they chose democracy. The Government re-
sponded by jailing the leader of the pro-
democracy majority. The result is that a
country rich in human talent and natural re-
sources is a place where millions struggle
simply to stay alive. The abuses by the Bur-
mese military are widespread and include
rape and torture and execution and forced
relocation. Forced labor, trafficking in per-
sons, and use of child soldiers and religious
discrimination are all too common. The peo-
ple of Burma live in the darkness of tyranny,
but the light of freedom shines in their
hearts. They want their liberty, and one day,
they will have it.

The United States is also concerned with
the fate of freedom in Northeast Asia, where
great powers have often collided in the past.
The Korean Peninsula is still caught in the
past. An armistice—a truce {freezes the battle
lines from a war that has never really come
to an end. The pursuit of nuclear weapons
threatens to destabilize the region. Satellite
maps of North Korea show prison camps the
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size of whole cities, and a country that at
night is clothed almost in complete darkness.

In this new century, China, Japan, and
Russia have joined with the United States
and South Korea to find a way to help bring
peace and freedom to this troubled penin-
sula. The six-party talks have produced com-
mitments to rid the Korean Peninsula of nu-
clear weapons. These commitments must be
implemented. That means a comprehensive
diplomatic effort from all countries involved,
backed by firm resolve. We will not forget
the people of North Korea. The 21st century
will be freedom’s century for all Koreans, and
one day, every citizen of that peninsula will
live in dignity and freedom and prosperity
at home, and in peace with their neighbors
abroad.

In our lifetimes, we have already been
given a glimpse of this bright future. The ad-
vance of freedom and prosperity across the
Asian continent has set a hopeful example
for all in the world. And though the democ-
racies that have taken root in Asia are new,
the dreams they express are ancient. Thou-
sands of years before Thomas Jefferson or
Abraham Lincoln, a Chinese poet wrote that,
quote, “The people should be cherished . . .
the people are the root of a country; the root
firm, the country is tranquil.” Today, the peo-
ple of Asia have made their desire for free-
dom clear—and that their countries will only
be tranquil when they are led by govern-
ments of, by, and for the people.

In the 21st century, freedom is an Asian
value because it is a universal value. It is free-
dom that enables the citizens of Asia to live
lives of dignity. It is freedom that has un-
leashed the creative talents of the Asian peo-
ple. It is freedom that gives the citizens of
this continent confidence in the future of
peace for their children and grandchildren.
And in the work that lies ahead, the people
of this region can know: You have a partner
in the American Government and a friend
in the American people.

On behalf of my country, thank you all very

much.

NotTE: The President spoke at 3:18 p.m. at the
Kyoto Kaikan. In his remarks, he referred to
Yoshihisa Akiyama, chairman, Kansai Economic
Federation, who introduced the President; Prime
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Minister Junichiro Koizumi of Japan, and his fa-
ther, Junya Koizumi; President Hamid Karzai of
Afghanistan; President Hu Jintao of China; and
Aung San Suu Kyi, leader of the National League
for Democracy of Burma.

Message to the Congress
Transmitting Proposed Legislation
To Implement the United States-
Bahrain Free Trade Agreement
November 16, 2005

To the Congress of the United States:

I am pleased to transmit legislation and
supporting documents to implement the
United States-Bahrain Free Trade Agree-
ment (the “Agreement”). This Agreement
enhances our bilateral relationship with a
strategic friend and ally in the Middle East
region and will promote economic growth
and prosperity in both nations.

In negotiating this Agreement, my Admin-
istration was guided by the objectives set out
in the Trade Act of 2002. The Agreement
reflects my Administration’s commitment to
opening markets and expanding opportuni-
ties for American workers, farmers, ranchers,
and businesses. The Agreement will open
Bahrain’s market for U.S. manufactured
goods, agricultural products, and services. As
soon as it enters into force, the Agreement
will eliminate tariffs on all manufactured
goods that the United States sells to Bahrain
and immediately remove Bahrain’s import
duties on over 80 percent of U.S. agricultural
products. The Agreement is also one of the
most comprehensive ever negotiated to re-
duce barriers to trade in services and will
create new opportunities for U.S. services
firms.

The Agreement contains procedures that
will  facilitate cooperation between the
United States and Bahrain on environmental
and labor matters. The labor chapter of the
Agreement reinforces Bahrain’s recent legis-
lative actions to expand democracy and im-
prove the protection of worker rights, includ-
ing trade union rights. Provisions in the
Agreement requiring effective enforcement
of environmental laws will contribute to high
levels of environmental protection.

The approval of this Agreement will be an-
other significant step towards creating a Mid-
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dle East Free Trade Area by 2013. This
Agreement offers the United States yet an-
other opportunity to encourage economic re-
form in a moderate Muslim nation as we have
done through our free trade agreements with
Jordan and Morocco. Leaders in Bahrain are
supporting the pursuit of social and eco-
nomic reforms in the region, encouraging
foreign investment connected to broad-based
development, and providing better protec-
tion for women and workers. It is strongly
in our national interest to embrace and en-
courage these reforms, and passing this legis-
lation is a crucial step toward that end.

George W. Bush

The White House,
November 16, 2005.

NOTE: This message was released by the Office
of the Press Secretary on November 17.

The President’s News Conference
With President Roh Moo-hyun of
South Korea in Gyeongju, South
Korea

November 17, 2005

President Roh. Good afternoon. I just had
a very constructive and meaningful meeting
with President Bush. Today’s meeting is my
fifth meeting with President Bush. The last
time was 5 months ago, in June. Since this
is his first visit to Korea during my adminis-
tration, it gives me particular pleasure to wel-
come him to Korea, along with all the people
of Korea.

At this meeting, we were able to reaffirm
that the Korea-U.S. alliance, based on the
common values of democracy and market
economy, is strong and that it is developing
into a comprehensive, dynamic, and mutually
beneficial alliance. We also agreed that the
Korea-U.S. alliance will continue to con-
tribute to peace and stability in the region.
Furthermore, we were able to reaffirm that
most of the major issues related to our alli-
ance are progressing smoothly and that the
agreed points are being implemented faith-
fully.

For the remaining issues, we agreed that
they would be resolved in close consultation
with each other, to benefit both sides, based
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on mutual respect and the spirit of our alli-
ance. President Bush and I agreed to launch
a ministerial level strategic dialog to conduct
indepth consultations on the future direction
of our alliance and other far-ranging issues.

With regard to the North Korean nuclear
issue, we reiterated that a nuclear-armed
North Korea will not be tolerated and re-
affirmed that the issue should be resolved
through peaceful and diplomatic means. In
order to implement the September 19th joint
statement of the six-party talks, Korea and
the U.S. agreed to work closely together. We
especially felt that the second phase of the
fifth round of six-party talks should be held
as soon as possible in order to find a break-
through in resolving the nuclear issue.

Furthermore, we had a sincere dialog
about building a peace structure on the Ko-
rean Peninsula. Going beyond the resolution
of the North Korean nuclear issue, we both
felt that a strong peace structure must be
in place in order not only to reduce tensions
but also build permanent peace and trust in
order to create a new future for the Korean
Peninsula.

It gives me particular pleasure to be able
to welcome President Bush to Gyeongju, the
capital city of the Silla dynasty and the city
more than 1,000 years old. I hope this will
be an occasion for him to experience first-
hand the beauty of Korea’s fall weather and
our beautiful culture. I also hope that Mr.
and Mrs. Bush will come to better under-
stand the history and culture of Korea. I hope
you will have a wonderful visit. Thank you.

President Bush. Mr. President, thank
you. Mr. President, thank you very much.
You do have a beautiful country. And we've
got a strong relationship. We've got a good
personal relationship, and our countries are
bound together by common values and our
deep desire for freedom and peace. Thank
you very much for your hospitality. Really
been looking forward to my second trip to
your wonderful country.

I told the President during our discussions
that I felt like the ties between our two coun-
tries has never been better. In a relationship
like ours, there’s obviously complexities. But
the important thing is to work together to
solve those complexities in a spirit of friend-
ship. And secondly, I know how important
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our relationship is to help promote stability
in this part of the world.

Yesterday I gave a speech in Kyoto where
I, with all sincerity, praised the great progress
of your country, Mr. President. You have
shown how economic prosperity and political
freedom go hand in hand for the good of
the people. And as we helicoptered in from
Busan today, it’s very clear that the economic
prosperity of this part of the world is very
strong, and so is the political freedom.

We did have a wide-ranging discussion.
We talked, of course, about the North Ko-
rean issue. We talked about the need to make
sure that we continue tostrategize through
this—five of us who are working with North
Korea to get North Korea to implement that
which it said it would do, which is to
verifiably get rid of its nuclear weapons and
programs. It’s in the world’s interest that this
happen. It’s also in our interest that we con-
tinue to work together to solve the problem.

I see a peninsula one day that is united
and at peace. And that’s a vision, Mr. Presi-
dent, that I know you share as well. And
that’s a—it’s the right vision. There’s a real
possibility that by working together, at some
point in time, the peninsula will be united
and at peace. And I want to appreciate that
vision of yours, sir.

We also talked about our bilateral rela-
tions. Well, let me—first, I want to thank
the President and the people of this wonder-
ful country for sending more than 3,000
troops to Iraq to help that democracy flour-
ish. And it’s a—to me, it’s not only a gesture
of friendship, but it’s a gesture of under-
standing that a democracy in the heart of the
Middle East will help bring peace to others.
And I thank you for your leadership, Mr.
President, not only in—on the troops but as
well as providing assistance to both Iraq and
Afghanistan. We're bound by our love of
freedom. And those commitments by your
Government indicate how close we are in
terms of promoting the values of freedom
and democracy.

I also want to thank you very much for
your help for the victims of Hurricane
Katrina. That meant a lot to our people. It
was very generous of you, Mr. President, to
do just that.
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We talked about our working together
on—make sure that the world is a world that
trades freely and fairly, that—appreciate the
President’s leadership at the upcoming
APEC summit, where I'm hopeful that all
of us will join together in promoting a suc-
cessful Doha round at the WTO with the un-
derstanding it’s in our nations interests that
we have free and fair trade, but it’s in the
interests of developing nations that there be
free and fair trade. The World Bank esti-
mated that hundreds of millions of people
will be lifted out of poverty if this round goes
forward. And I know you share the same con-
cern I share about poverty in the world, Mr.
President.

At some point in time, I look forward to
continuing our bilateral trade relations. At
the appropriate time, our Governments will
come together and discuss how to further
trade for the benefit of both countries.

Finally, Mr. President, I look forward to
continuing to work with you to promote a
foundation for peace and freedom, whether
it be here on the peninsula or around this
globe. And I know I've got a good partner
in peace and freedom when I have discus-
sions with you. So thanks for your hospitality.
Really gracious of you to have—make time
for a bilateral meeting in the midst of all your
planning for the APEC summit. And Laura
and I are just thrilled to be here. Thank you.

President Roh. Next we will have a ques-
tion-and-answer session. We will take four
questions in all.

Inter-Korean Summit Meeting/South
Korea-U.S. Relations

Q. First, I have a question to President
Roh—actually, T have two questions. By
holding early inter-Korean summit meeting,
some people are saying that this would help
to resolve the nuclear issue of North Korea.
With regard to where and how the second
Korean summit meeting, the Government
has said that it is not an issue as to where
the meeting will be held. And I would like
to ask your position on that. And second,
through your summit meeting today, you
have said that the Korea-U.S. alliance is very
strong, indeed. But some people are see-
ing—since your administration took office,
we are seeing cracks in the alliance. I would
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like to hear your opinion on this issue as well,
please.

President Roh. Yes, thank you very much
for that question. As for a second inter-Ko-
rean summit meeting, the Korean Govern-
ment has always said that it is open to the
possibility of a second inter-Korean summit
meeting, and we wish to meet again with the
leader of North Korea. But North Korea will
probably have its own strategies. The North
Korean nuclear issue has to be resolved, and
I'm not sure whether North Korea thinks that
it would be beneficial for them to meet with
South Korea before or after the resolution
of the North Korean nuclear issues. I think
that this is probably something that North
Korea will have to judge and decide. This
is the status that we are at right now.

And in this situation, Korea—if we just
look at the second inter-Korean summit
meeting and the holding of that meeting,
itself, as something that has a very important
outcome, I really don’t think that this will
help North Korea’s nuclear issue to be re-
solved. Of course, it’s important that we
meet, but what’s more important is the con-
tent of the meeting, what we can agree upon
and what we can resolve through an inter-
Korean summit meeting. So I don’t think that
we should hold a summit meeting just for
the sake of holding a summit meeting. We
need to very sincerely consult this issue and
think it over as to the content of the meeting.

And the second question was about the
Korea-U.S. alliance, and I know that many
people are saying many things about this alli-
ance. I know that perspectives can differ ac-
cording to the angle that they take. I'd like
to ask you back a question, actually. Since
the Korean war, Korea and the United States
have held various talks, and we are currently
in the process of handling many, many issues
and resolving many issues. And I'd like to
ask, when was a time where you had more
issues solved and more issues discussed?

We're talking about realignment of the
U.S. forces in Korea. We're talking about
strategic flexibility. We're talking about de-
ployment of Korean troops to Iraq. We're
looking at the relocation of the Yongsan Gar-
rison. Many issues are being dealt with now.
These are very heavy items to be discussing
in terms of my politics, and it is sometimes
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a political burden for us to be discussing
these issues at one time. But we are happy
doing this for the past 2 or so years, and most
of these issues have been resolved very well.

I'd like to ask you to think about the past
administrations and think about this adminis-
tration in comparison with them. We are in
very smooth and open communication with
the United States. And for inter-Korean rela-
tions as well, this is probably the most stable
situation between the two Koreas that you
have ever seen. And the Korea-U.S. dialog
is going on very smoothly, and we are reach-
ing very high-level agreements as well. And
this is an interactive dialog that we are hav-
ing. It's a two-way dialog where we engage
in dialog very seriously and voice all of our
opinions and discuss them. And I think that
this is an area where we are having these
open communications between Korea and
the United States, and we are able to confirm
this open communication in our meeting as
well.

And the Korea-U.S. alliance is in a very
good state, and I do believe that it will con-
tinue to become even better. And I think that
our frank discussions between President
Bush and myself and also among our officials
as well will leave foundation for even strong-
er ties between Korea and the United States
and the Korea-U.S. alliance to grow even fur-
ther.

Next we’'d like to have a United States
journalist ask a question to President Bush.
Please go ahead with your question.

War in Iraq/Capitol Hill Politics

Q. Mr. President, Vice President Cheney
called it reprehensible for critics to question
how you took the country to war, but Senator
Hagel says it’s patriotic to ask those kinds
of questions. Who do you think is right?

President Bush. The Vice President.

Q. Why?

President Bush. Well, look, ours is a
country where people ought to be able to
disagree, and I expect there to be criticism.
But when Democrats say that I deliberately
misled the Congress and the people, that’s
irresponsible. They looked at the same intel-
ligence I did, and they voted—many of them
voted to support the decision I made. It's
irresponsible to use politics. This is serious
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business making—winning this war. But it’s
irresponsible to do what they've done. So I
agree with the Vice President.

Q. [Inaudible].

President Bush. 1 think people ought to
be allowed to ask questions. It is irrespon-
sible to say that I deliberately misled the
American people when it came to the very
same intelligence they looked at and came
to the—many of them came to the same con-
clusion I did. Listen, I—patriotic as heck to
disagree with the President. It doesn’t bother
me. What bothers me is when people are
irresponsibly using their positions and play-
ing politics, and that’s exactly what is taking
place in America.

President Roh. We’'d like to take another
question for President Bush, please. Another
question for President Bush from a U.S. jour-
nalist, please.

President Bush. Your name is not

North Korean Nuclear Program/Aid

Q. Oh, I'm sorry.

President Bush. You can go ahead and
grab the mike if you want to. [Laughter] But
I didn’t know you were called Caren [Caren
Bohan, Reuters].

Q. I didn’t hear a name.

President Bush. That’s fine.

Q. Thank you, sir. The North Koreans
have said they don’t believe the agreement
they signed in September binds them to give
up nuclear weapons before they get any as-
sistance.

President Bush. Before getting assist-
ance—yes.

Q. Yes. Are you willing to give them assist-
ance first?

And President Roh, your country gives a
lot of assistance to North Korea already.
Does that put your approach at odds with
the approach of the U.S.?

President Bush. The issue really is the
light-water reactor. Our position is, is that
we’'ll consider the light-water reactor at the
appropriate time. The appropriate time is
after they have verifiably given up their nu-
clear weapons and/or programs.

President Roh. Next, from KBS. Please
ask your question.
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North Korean Human Rights/Six-Party
Talks

Q. I have two questions to President Roh.
First, with regard to human rights in North
Korea, I do understand that the third com-
mittee of the United Nations will be putting
the resolution on the North Korean human
rights to vote. I would like to ask about re-
ports that there are differences in opinions
between you and President Bush with regard
to North Korean human rights issues. I'd like
to ask what was the discussion between you
in tonight's—in today’s meeting. And I'd also
like to ask President Roh about our principles
on voting in the United Nations on this reso-
lution.

And second, in the last meeting between
you and President Bush, President Bush
mentioned Mr. Kim Chong-il, and it was
also—some analysts also said that that sum-
mit meeting between you and President
Bush helped the discussions in the six-party
talks. This summit meeting between you and
President Bush is being held in the recess
period of the fifth six-party talks. I'd like to
ask if you think that this summit meeting
today—do you have any message to the six-
party talks and North Korea?

President Roh. I see that the U.S. journal-
ists are just asking one question to President
Bush, but we’re taking two questions from
our journalists right now.1

With regard to the human rights issue in
North Korea—now, human rights is a uni-
versal value of humankind. It's something
that is very valuable. And Korea has a very
proactive position when it comes to human
rights issues in the world. But between the
two Koreas, we have very many important
issues that we have to solve politically, and
we always have to take into consideration the
status of the relationship between the two
Koreas. And that is what I have to say about
the North Korean nuclear—the North Ko-
rean human rights issue.

And I do believe that during President
Lincoln’s term in office, people were always
talking about the slavery, and President Lin-
coln was always attacked about not doing
anything for slavery, to release the slaves.
And I do understand that President Lincoln
was quite slow in liberating the slaves in the
United States. And this was because the
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President, if he took the lead in this issue,
he thought that the—America would be di-
vided in opinion, and this would be very seri-
ous. And in reality, the Civil War did take
place. And because of this issue of slaves,
there was a situation where the United States
was in jeopardy, and because of that, he had
to go through a process to ensure that the
country would stay together. President Lin-
coln’s first priority was unity among the
States of America, and in this large frame-
work of unity, he pursued his policy to free
the slaves in the United States. As a result,
before the end of the Civil War in the United
States, I do understand that President Lin-
coln was able to free all the slaves in America,
and they were actually—and many people
went into the army, many of the slaves,
former slaves went into the army and fought
for President Lincoln.

And this evaluation of President Lincoln’s
policies was carried out actually 11 years after
President Lincoln’s death by a scholar who
was looking into the situation of the slaves
in the United States. I think that this is quite
similar to the position that we are taking
when it comes to North Korean human rights
issues.

And your second question—what was it
again, please, after human rights?

Q. [Inaudible].

President Roh. As for the North Korean
nuclear issue, President Bush and I engaged
in a lengthy discussion on that issue. And the
contents of the discussion were basically that
we agreed on the fundamental principles
when it came to the North Korean nuclear
issue. And in the process of the six-party
talks, how North Korea would act, the tactics
of North Korea when it came to the details,
we had some ideas to exchange, and because
of that, the discussion of the North Korean
nuclear issue was quite lengthy.

But I must say that we do not have any
differing opinions on this. We are basically
looking to resolve this North Korean nuclear
issue, and we are exploring for ways that we
can resolve this issue. We have no disagree-
ment at all that this issue must be resolved.
And in understanding the attitude of North
Korea, I do believe that we were able to
share a recognition on North Korea’s attitude
in this whole process.



Administration of George W. Bush, 2005 / Nov. 17

And with regard to this issue, the authori-
ties of both sides, Korea and the United
States, must work closely in cooperation and
consult with each other. And we agreed that
we need to have—share an agreement if we
want the whole process to succeed. And over-
all, this North Korean nuclear issue should
be resolved peacefully within the framework
of the six-party talks. And we were quite opti-
mistic that it would be able to be resolved
in the framework of the six-party talks.

If T just add one more point, the six-party
talks, yes, definitely it is a difficult task to
accomplish. But the United States, when it
looks at Northeast Asia, the Korean Penin-
sula, the North Korean nuclear issue, it has
many policies. But I do believe that these
policies are some of the United States most
successful policies, indeed.

And here in Korea as well, the inter-Ko-
rean relations are very stable indeed. And in
the process of resolving this North Korean
nuclear issue, once again I do believe that
we are in close cooperation with the United
States, and we have this framework of the
six-party talks. And this is a framework that
includes all the members of the Northeast
Asian community, and we are responding to
the North Korean nuclear issue together. So
I think that we are holding dialog on a very
stable foundation.

Of course, North Korea is not someone
that we can very easily engage in discussion
and dialog with. North Korea probably has
its own very complex attitudes and positions,
but this has always been the case with North
Korea. And in our process of engaging in dia-
log with North Korea, I think that we have
the most strategic and solid foundation of di-
alog that we have ever had. Therefore, once
again, when it comes to the United States’
Northeast Asia policies, I think that they are
in a very good direction indeed. And that was
what I did mention during our talks. And
when I first met with President Bush, I asked
him to also listen to opinions that things were
going well in Northeast Asia, that things
would go well in Northeast Asia as well.

Thank you very much. And this concludes
today’s joint press conference.

NOTE: The President’s news conference began at
12:15 p.m. in the East Room at the Hotel
Hyundai. President Roh referred to Chairman
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Kim Chong-il of North Korea. President Roh and
some reporters spoke in Korean, and their re-
marks were translated by an interpreter.

Joint Declaration on the ROK-U.S.
Alliance and Peace on the Korean
Peninsula

November 17, 2005

President Roh Moo-hyun of the Republic
of Korea (ROK) and President George W.
Bush of the United States of America held
a summit meeting on November 17, 2005,
in Gyeongju.

President Bush expressed his deep appre-
ciation for Korea’s natural beauty and ancient
culture which he was able to experience to-
gether with President Roh at Gyeongju.

The two leaders had an in-depth discus-
sion on a wide range of issues: the alliance,
the North Korean nuclear issue, inter-Ko-
rean relations and establishing a peace re-
gime on the Korean Peninsula, economic co-
operation, and cooperation in regional and
global issues.

Reaffirming that the alliance is strong, the
two leaders concurred that the resolution of
the North Korean nuclear issue is essential
for establishing durable peace on the Korean
peninsula.

President Roh and President Bush high-
lighted the contribution of the alliance to se-
curing peace and stability on the Korean Pe-
ninsula and in Northeast Asia for the past
fifty years.

The two leaders expressed their satisfac-
tion with the steady development of the
ROK-U.S. relationship into a comprehensive,
dynamic and mutually-beneficial alliance re-
lationship, as agreed upon during the May
14, 2003, summit in Washington D.C.

The two leaders reviewed the successful
force realignment agreements and shared the
view that this realignment will further en-
hance the combined defense capability of the
alliance. They expressed the common under-
standing that U.S. Forces-Korea (USFK) is
essential for the peace and stability of the
Peninsula and Northeast Asia.

The two leaders agreed that the alliance
not only stands against threats but also for



1736

the promotion of the common values of de-
mocracy, market economy, freedom, and
human rights in Asia and around the world.

President Roh and President Bush spoke
highly of the successful agreements on the
relocation of USFK bases including Yong-san
Garrison, and the partial reduction of USFK,
which was accomplished through close ROK-
U.S. consultation. Both leaders expressed
satisfaction that the agreements between the
two sides were being faithfully implemented.

President Bush expressed appreciation for
the assistance that Korean troops are giving
to a swifter establishment of peace and re-
construction in Iraq and Afghanistan and also
for the contribution the Korean government
has made towards strengthening the ROK-
U.S. alliance through such efforts.

President Roh and President Bush agreed
to launch a strategic dialogue called Strategic
Consultation for Allied Partnership (SCAP)
at the ministerial-level to consult on bilateral,
regional and global issues of mutual interest.
The two leaders agreed to have the first stra-
tegic dialogue at the beginning of 2006.

President Roh and President Bush reiter-
ated that a nuclear-armed North Korea will
not be tolerated, and reaffirmed the prin-
ciples that the North Korean nuclear issue
should be resolved through peaceful and dip-
lomatic means and that North Korea should
eliminate its nuclear weapons programs
promptly and verifiably.

The two leaders welcomed the September
19 Joint Statement concluded during the
fourth round of the Six-Party Talks as an im-
portant step towards the goal of a
denuclearized North Korea.

They welcomed North Korea’s commit-
ment to abandon all nuclear weapons and ex-
isting nuclear programs and reaffirmed their
commitment to take measures outlined in the
Joint Statement.

The two leaders looked forward to
progress in the fifth round of talks, which
should be dedicated to the implementation
of the Joint Statement.

President Roh reaffirmed that the ROK
will continue to pursue the development of
inter-Korean relations in accordance with its
Peace and Prosperity Policy and in harmony
with progress in resolving the nuclear issue
so that both are mutually reinforcing. Presi-
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dent Bush expressed support for South-
North reconciliation and pledged to continue
close cooperation and coordination as it de-
velops.

The two leaders shared a common under-
standing that the process of resolving the
North Korean nuclear issue will provide an
important basis to build a durable peace re-
gime on the Korean Peninsula.

The two leaders agreed that reducing the
military threat on the Korean Peninsula and
moving from the current armistice mecha-
nism to a peace mechanism would contribute
to full reconciliation and peaceful reunifica-
tion on the Korean Peninsula.

Pursuant to the September 19th Six Party
Joint Statement, the two leaders agreed that
discussions on a peace regime should take
place amongst directly-related parties in a
forum separate from the Six-Party Talks and
following progress in those Talks, and ex-
pected that the discussions on a peace regime
and the Six Party Talks will be mutually rein-
forcing.

They agreed that these peace discussions
should lead to a decreased military threat and
increased confidence on the peninsula in a
manner consistent with the peaceful inten-
tions of the U.S.-ROK alliance.

The two leaders exchanged views on the
situation for the people of the North and,
based on a common hope for a better future,
agreed to continue seeking ways to improve
their condition.

The two leaders agreed to strengthen
ROK-U.S. cooperation so that APEC, as a
major economic forum encompassing the
Asia-Pacific, can respond more effectively to
important demands from the region in the
future.

President Roh and President Bush agreed
to closely cooperate with each other with a
view to ensuring the success of the forth-
coming 6th WTO Ministerial conference and
the final conclusion of the WTO Doha devel-
opment agenda negotiations.

The two presidents recognized that close
economic ties are an important pillar of the
bilateral relationship and agreed that deep-
ening and strengthening our economic and
trade cooperation will contribute to the pros-
perity and freedom of both nations.
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President Bush announced that the U.S.
will work with the ROK to develop a visa
waiver program roadmap to assist Korea in
meeting the requirements for membership
in the program. Korea’s interest in partici-
pating in the VWP reflects our strong bilat-
eral partnership and will contribute to en-
hance exchanges and mutual understanding.

President Roh and President Bush agreed
to make common efforts to develop a re-
gional multilateral security dialogue and a co-
operation mechanism, so as to j()intly re-
spond to regional security issues. In this re-
gard, both leaders noted that the participants
in the Six-Party Talks agreed through the
Joint Statement to look for ways and means
to promote security cooperation in Northeast
Asia and that there was a common under-
standing among the participants that the Six-
Party Talks could develop into such a re-
gional multilateral security consultative
mechanism once the North Korean nuclear
issue is resolved.

The two leaders also agreed to continu-
ously strengthen bilateral cooperation in the
United Nations and other international orga-
nizations, including through such activities as
peace—keeping operations.

The two leaders agreed to continue to co-
operate in fighting the global war on terror,
and dealing with various international secu-
rity issues including transnational crimes.

The two leaders agreed to cooperate in
arms reduction and efforts to prevent the
proliferation of WMD and their means of de-
livery at a regional and global level.

President Roh and President Bush agreed
to continue to work together towards a full
partnership between allies.

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this joint statement.

Joint Vision Statement on the
ASEAN-U.S. Enhanced Partnership
November 17, 2005

Recalling that the significant progress
made in the relations between the Associa-
tion of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN)
and the United States since 1977 has contrib-
uted to the deepening of ties in all fields of
cooperation, and such has been nurtured
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through the annual ASEAN Post Ministerial
Conference, the ASEAN-U.S. Dialogue at
senior officials’ level, and other fora;

Further recalling the meeting between
Leaders of ASEAN Member Countries
which are members of the Asia-Pacific Eco-
nomic Cooperation (APEC) and the Presi-
dent of the United States during the APEC
Economic Leaders’ Meeting at Los Cabos,
Mexico on 26 October 2002, and the an-
nouncement by the United States that year
of the Enterprise for ASEAN Initiative (EAI)
and the ASEAN Cooperation Plan (ACP)
which have contributed to growing coopera-
tion between ASEAN and the United States
in numerous areas of interest;

Welcoming the continuing progress in
ASEAN-U.S. Dialogue Relations recently,
particularly following the meeting between
the ASEAN Foreign Ministers and the Sec-
retary of State of the United States in New
York on 12 September 2005;

Sharing a common desire to live with one
another and with the world at large in a just,
democratic, and harmonious environment,
and in this context, recognizing that equi-
table, democratic, and caring societies are
the foundation for durable peace, stability,
and shared prosperity;

Expressing the need to work closely to
help alleviate poverty and address develop-
ment gaps in ASEAN, through sustained eco-
nomic growth and enhanced economic inter-
action and links between ASEAN and the
United States, and joint efforts in nurturing
human, cultural, and natural resources for
sustainable development, and to further
build on the existing friendship, goodwill, un-
derstanding, and people-to-people linkages
between ASEAN and the United States;

Reaffirming support for the principles and
purposes of the Charter of the United Na-
tions (UN) and other universally recognized
principles of international law;

Expressing a common interest in the de-
velopment of ASEAN as a regional institu-
tion that will effectively contribute to peace,
prosperity, and stability in Southeast Asia and
the world, and recognizing the important
contribution of the United States to main-
taining peace and stability and to promoting
prosperity;
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Sharing a great interest in the success of
ASEAN’s efforts in pursuing comprehensive
integration towards the realization of an open
and outward-looking, dynamic and resilient
ASEAN Community by 2020 and a Southeast
Asia bonded together in partnership as a
community of caring societies, as envisioned
in the Declaration of ASEAN Concord II;

Expressing desire to further increase co-
operation and friendship between ASEAN
and the United States to seize the opportuni-
ties and meet the challenges of an increas-
ingly interdependent world.

ASEAN and the United States hereby:

1. Agree to launch an ASEAN-United
States Enhanced Partnership that is com-
prehensive, action-oriented, and forward-
looking, and comprising political and security
cooperation, economic cooperation, and so-
cial and development cooperation including,
but not limited to, the following elements:

Political and Security Cooperation

2. Support the integration of ASEAN,
leading to an ASEAN Community through,
inter alia, the implementation of the Vien-
tiane Action Programme (VAP) and appro-
priate successor plans;

3. Acknowledge that the Treaty of Amity
and Cooperation in Southeast Asia (TAC)
acts as a code of conduct governing inter-
State relations in the region for the pro-
motion of peace and stability, and its role
as a unifying concept for ASEAN, and re-
spect the spirit and principles of the TAC,
in line with the commitment of ASEAN and
the United States to enhance their partner-
Ship;

4. Support the ASEAN Regional Forum
(ARF) as the premier regional political and
security forum in the Asia-Pacific region with
ASEAN as the driving force;

5. Recognize the importance of non-pro-
liferation in all aspects of nuclear weapons
in Southeast Asia;

6. Promote closer cooperation on com-
bating transnational crimes, including inter
alia, terrorism, proliferation of weapons of
mass destruction, illicit drug trafficking, traf-
ficking in persons, and enhancing maritime
and border security, and express readiness
to build on the ASEAN-United States Joint
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Declaration for Cooperation to Combat
International Terrorism signed in Bandar
Seri Begawan in 2002 to develop joint activi-
ties;

7. Cooperate in multilateral frameworks,
including the UN, the World Trade Organi-
zation (WTO), and the APEC, emphasize the
importance of ambitious outcomes in the
Doha Round that would bring tangible bene-
fits to all, support the early accession of Laos
and Viet Nam to the WTO, and consider the
admission of ASEAN Member Countries
that are not members of APEC into that
forum;

Economic Cooperation

8. Strengthen economic cooperation by,
inter alia, continuing to implement the EAI,
which serves as a mechanism to enhance
trade and investment flows between ASEAN
and the United States, and in this regard,
agree to work together to conclude a region-
wide ASEAN-United States Trade and In-
vestment Framework Agreement (TIFA);

9. Further enhance economic linkages,
which will assist in sustaining economic
growth in ASEAN and the U.S., and cooper-
ate jointly in support of ASEAN’s realization
of an ASEAN Economic Community by
2020, if not earlier;

10. Enhance economic cooperation in
areas to be mutually agreed upon between
ASEAN and the U.S., including but not lim-
ited to trade and investment facilitation; and
undertake missions and measures to
strengthen the investment climate in ASEAN
thereby encouraging U.S. investment into
the region;

11. Collaborate to reform and strengthen
international financial institutions in the
areas of economic surveillance through the
sharing of macroeconomic and financial in-
formation where disclosure of information is
permitted by domestic laws and regulations
of the respective countries, and agree to work
more closely in international financial institu-
tions to promote the influence of Asia to a
level more commensurate with its economic
Weight;

12. Promote greater interaction between
their respective private sectors, recognizing
the pivotal role of the business community;
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13. Pursue the development and deploy-
ment of cleaner, more efficient energy tech-
nologies of all kinds, including renewable and
other low-emitting sources of energy, en-
hance ASEAN’s regional energy infrastruc-
ture, promote energy security, promote the
protection of the environment and the sus-
tainability of natural resources, recognizing
that economic growth is a necessary condi-
tion for deploying the cleaner technologies
needed for continued environmental im-
provement, and pledge further collaboration
in all modes of transport, including air mari-
time and multimodal transport to facilitate
the movement of peoples and goods;

Social and Development Cooperation

14. Collaborate in the implementation of
the Vientiane Action Programme (VAP) and
its successor programmes or plans so that
ASEAN may accelerate its regional integra-
tion, recognizing the importance of the Ini-
tiative for ASEAN Integration (IAI) and
other sub-regional growth areas which would
bridge the development gaps within ASEAN,
and stress the importance of cooperation to
promote sustainable development;

15. Cooperate at the regional and global
levels on disaster management, including the
development of regional and global standby
arrangements for disaster management and
emergency response, and in this connection,
welcome the ASEAN Standby Arrangements
for Disaster Relief and Emergency Re-
sponse;

16. Resolve to work together to prevent
the spread and reduce the harm of HIV/
AIDs, SARS, other infectious diseases and,
on an urgent basis, develop mechanisms for
cooperation to contain outbreaks of avian in-
fluenza as well as pledge cooperation to put
in place systems and procedures to control
infectious diseases including animal diseases;

17. Foster and deepen cooperation in
science and technology, and information and
communications technology and encourage
people-to-people interactions and exchanges
as well as inter-faith dialogues, and promote
cooperation through networking activities
and capacity building in education such as
student exchange, fellowship programme,
academic attachment and research collabora-
tion, as well as promotion of ASEAN studies
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in the U.S. and U.S. studies in ASEAN Mem-
ber Countries;

18. Welcome the intention of the U.S. to
foster educational exchanges and the con-
tinuing efforts of the U.S. to strengthen its
engagement with the ASEAN Secretariat and
support the capacity building of the Secre-
tariat;

Follow-Up

19. Call on the ASEAN Foreign Ministers
and the U.S. Secretary of State, with the as-
sistance of the senior officials, to develop a
Plan of Action to implement the ASEAN-
United States Enhanced Partnership;

20. Call on the ASEAN Economic Min-
isters (AEM) and the United States Trade
Representative (USTR) to meet and con-
tribute to the implementation of the
ASEAN-U.S. Enhanced Partnership and its
Plan of Action.

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this joint statement.

Remarks Prior to Discussions With
President Vladimir Putin of Russia in
Busan, South Korea

November 18, 2005

President Putin. Distinguished Mr. Presi-
dent, allow me to cordially welcome you and
your colleagues. And I get impression that
with some of your colleagues, I never said
goodbye. [Laughter] And it is very pleasant
indeed, that these colleagues, we've virtually
had permanent contacts on almost all bilat-
eral and international issues.

And TI'm especially pleased to have this
meeting with you here in South Korea. You
stayed here for quite a while, and probably
will tell me of your impressions.

President Bush. Well, thanks, Vladimir,
for hosting this meeting. I always enjoy a
chance to have a good discussion with you.
You're right. We've got a very important rela-
tionship. We value your advice, and we value
the strategic relationship we’ve built. So
thanks—thanks again for hosting this.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:16 p.m. at the
Busan Marriott. A tape was not available for
verification of the content of these remarks.
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Statement on House of
Representatives Action on
Legislation To Reduce Federal
Spending

November 18, 2005

I applaud the Republican Members of the
House who passed a significant savings pack-
age that will restrain spending and keep us
on track to cut the deficit in half by 2009.
We will continue to fund our priorities in
a fiscally responsible way and ensure that tax-
payer money is spent Wisely or not spent at
all. T urge the House and Senate to reach
agreement promptly on a spending-reduction
package that I can sign into law this year.

Digest of Other
White House Announcements

The following list includes the President’s public
schedule and other items of general interest an-
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and
not included elsewhere in this issue.

November 11

In the morning, the President had an intel-
ligence briefing. Later, he traveled to Avoca,
PA, where, upon arrival, he met with USA
Freedom  Corps  volunteer  Anthony
Blackwell, Sr. He then traveled to
Tobyhanna, PA.

In the afternoon, at Tobyhanna Army
Depot, the President met with family mem-
bers of U.S. military personnel killed in Iraq
and Afghanistan. Later, he returned to Wash-
ington, DC. While en route aboard Air Force
One, he had a telephone conversation with
Prime Minister John Howard of Australia.

November 12

In the morning, the President had an intel-
ligence briefing.

November 14

In the morning, the President had an intel-
ligence briefing. Later, he and Mrs. Bush
traveled to Anchorage, AK, where, upon ar-
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rival in the afternoon, he met with USA Free-
dom Corps volunteer Peter Henry.

In the afternoon, at Elmendorf Air Force
Base, the President met with family mem-
bers of U.S. military personnel killed in Iraq
and Afghanistan. Later, he and Mrs. Bush
traveled to Kyoto, Japan, arriving Tuesday
evening.

November 16

In the morning, the President had an intel-
ligence briefing. Later, at the Kinkakuji Tem-
ple of the Golden Pavilion, he and Mrs. Bush
participated in a cultural event.

Later in the morning, at the Kyoto State
Guest House, the President met with Prime
Minister ]unichiro Koizumi of Japan.

In the afternoon, the President and Mrs.
Bush had lunch with Prime Minister
Koizumi. Later, they traveled to Busan,
South Korea, arriving in the evening.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Marc L. Kesselman to be General
Counsel of the Department of Agriculture.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Peter N. Kirsanow to be a member
of the National Labor Relations Board.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Claudia A. McMurray to be Assist-
ant Secretary of State for Oceans and Inter-
national Environmental and Scientific Af-
fairs.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Daniel Meron to be General Coun-
sel of the Department of Health and Human
Services.

The President announced his intention to
appoint Noel Michael McKinnell as a mem-
ber of the Commission of Fine Arts.

The President declared a major disaster in
Kansas and ordered Federal aid to supple-
ment State and local recovery efforts in the
area struck by severe storms and flooding on
October 1-2.

November 17

In the morning, the President had an intel-
ligence briefing. Later, he and Mrs. Bush
traveled to Gyeongju, South Korea, where,
at the Hotel Hyundai, he met with President
Roh Moo-hyun of South Korea.

In the afternoon, the President and Mrs.
Bush had lunch with President Roh and his
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wife, Kwon Yang-sook. Later, they toured of
the Bulguksa Temple. They then returned
to Busan, South Korea.

Later in the afternoon, at the Westin
Chosun Hotel, the President met with Prime
Minister Abdullah bin Ahmad Badawi of Ma-
laysia.

In the evening, the President had a tele-
phone conversation with President Pervez
Musharraf of Pakistan to discuss recovery ef-

forts following the earthquake in Pakistan on
October 8.

The President announced that he has
nominated Richard T. Crowder to be Chief
Agriculture Negotiator at the U.S. Trade
Representative, with the rank of Ambas-
sador.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Michael W. Michalak to have the
rank of Ambassador during his tenure of
service as U.S. Senior Official to the Asia-
Pacific Economic Cooperation Forum.

The President announced his intention to
appoint Lorenzo Larranaga (U.S. Border
State Representative) and Jacob Monty (U.S.
Public Representative) as members of the
Board of Directors of the Border Environ-
ment Cooperation Commission.

November 18

In the morning, the President had an intel-
ligence briefing. Later, at the Westin Chosun
Hotel, the President met with leaders of the
Association of Southeast Asian Nations
(ASEAN). He then met with President
Vicente Fox of Mexico, Prime Minister Paul
Martin of Canada, and President Alejandro
Toledo of Peru.

In the afternoon at the BEXCO Facility,
the President participated in the Asian Pa-
cific Economic Cooperation (APEC) Sum-
mit.

In the evening, the President and Mrs.
Bush attended a gala dinner and cultural per-
formance.

The President announced his intention to
nominate David Longly Bernhardt to be So-
licitor of the Department of the Interior.

1741

Nominations
Submitted to the Senate

The following list does not include promotions of
members of the Uniformed Services, nominations
to the Service Academies, or nominations of For-
eign Service officers.

Submitted November 16

Richard T. Crowder,

of Virginia, to be Chief Agricultural Nego-
tiator, office of the U.S. Trade Representa-
tive, with the rank of Ambassador, vice Allen
Frederick Johnson, resigned.

Marc L. Kesselman,

of Tennessee, to be General Counsel of the
Department of Agriculture, vice Nancy
Southard Bryson.

Peter N. Kirsanow,

of Ohio, to be a member of the National
Labor Relations Board for the term of 5 years
expiring August 27, 2008, vice Ronald E.
Meisburg.

Claudia A. McMurray,

of Virginia, to be Assistant Secretary of State
for Oceans and International Environmental
and Scientific Affairs, vice John F. Turner,
resigned.

Daniel Meron,

of Maryland, to be General Counsel of the
Department of Health and Human Services,
vice Alex Azar II.

Submitted November 17

Dennis Bottorff,

of Tennessee, to be a member of the Board
of Directors of the Tennessee Valley Author-
ity for a term expiring May 18, 2011 (new
position).

Robert M. Duncan,

of Kentucky, to be a member of the Board
of Directors of the Tennessee Valley Author-
ity for a term expiring May 18, 2011 (new
position).
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William B. Sansom,

of Tennessee, to be a member of the Board
of Directors of the Tennessee Valley Author-
ity for a term expiring May 18, 2009 (new
position).

Howard A. Thrailkill,

of Alabama, to be a member of the Board
of Directors of the Tennessee Valley Author-
ity for a term expiring May 18, 2007 (new
position).

Susan Richardson Williams,

of Tennessee, to be a member of the Board
of Directors of the Tennessee Valley Author-
ity for the term prescribed by law, vice Glenn
L. McCullough, Jr., term expired.

Submitted November 18

David Longly Bernhardt,
of Colorado, to be Solicitor of the Depart-

ment of the Interior, vice Sue Ellen
Wooldridge.

James D. McGee,

of Florida, a career member of the Senior
Foreign Service, class of Minister-Counselor,
to serve concurrently and without additional
compensation as Ambassador Extraordinary
and Plenipotentiary of the United States of
America to the Union of Comoros.

Michael W. Michalak,

of Michigan, a career member of the Senior
Foreign Service, class of Minister-Counselor,
for the rank of Ambassador during his tenure
of service as U.S. Senior Official to the Asia-
Pacific Economic Cooperation Forum.
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Acts Approved
by the President

Approved November 11

H.R. 2967 / Public Law 109-98

To designate the Federal building located at
333 Mt. Elliott Street in Detroit, Michigan,
as the “Rosa Parks Federal Building”

H.R. 3765 / Public Law 109-99

To extend through March 31, 2006, the au-
thority of the Secretary of the Army to accept
and expend funds contributed by non-Fed-
eral public entities and to expedite the proc-
essing of permits
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S. 37 / Public Law 109-100
To extend the special postage stamp for
breast cancer research for 2 years

S. 1285 / Public Law 109-101

To designate the Federal building located at
333 Mt. Elliott Street in Detroit, Michigan,
as the “Rosa Parks Federal Building”

Approved November 14

H.R. 3057 / Public Law 109-102
Foreign Operations, Export Financing, and
Related Programs Appropriations Act, 2006



